
Office of the City Manager

2180 Milvia Street, Berkeley, CA 94704 ● Tel: (510) 981-7000 ● TDD: (510) 981-6903 ● Fax: (510) 981-7099
E-Mail: manager@CityofBerkeley.info  Website: http://www.CityofBerkeley.info/Manager

INFORMATION CALENDAR
May 12, 2020

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Dee Williams-Ridley, City Manager

Submitted by: Timothy Burroughs, Director, Planning and Development Department

Subject: LPO NOD:  2133 University Avenue/#LMSA2019-0001

INTRODUCTION
The attached Landmarks Preservation Commission Notice of Decision (NOD) is 
presented to the Mayor and City Council pursuant to Berkeley Municipal 
Code/Landmarks Preservation Ordinance (BMC/LPO) Section 3.24.240.A, which 
requires that “a copy of the Notice of Decision shall be filed with the City Clerk, and the 
City Clerk shall present said copy to the City Council at its next regular meeting.”

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS
The Landmark Preservation Commission (LPC/Commission) has approved a Structural 
Alteration Permit (SAP) for a signage program the subject City Landmark site.  This 
action is subject to a 15-day appeal period, which began on April 27, 2020. 

BACKGROUND
BMC/LPO Section 3.24.300 allows City Council to review any action of the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission in granting or denying a Structural Alteration Permit.  In order 
for Council to review the decision on its merits, Council must appeal the Notice of 
Decision.  To do so, a Council member must move this Information Item to Action and 
then move to set the matter for hearing on its own.  Such action must be taken within 15 
days of the mailing of the Notice of Decision, or by May 12, 2020.  Such certification to 
Council shall stay all proceedings in the same manner as the filing of an appeal.

If the Council chooses to appeal the action of the Commission, then a public hearing will 
be set.  The Council must rule on the application within 30 days of closing the hearing, 
otherwise the decision of the Commission is automatically deemed affirmed.

Unless the Council wishes to review the determination of the Commission and make its 
own decision, the attached NOD is deemed received and filed.
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ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
Landmark designation provides opportunities for the adaptive re-use and rehabilitation 
of historic resources within the City. The rehabilitation of these resources, rather than 
their removal, achieves construction and demolition waste diversion, and promotes 
investment in existing urban centers.

POSSIBLE FUTURE ACTION
The Council may choose to appeal the decision, in which case it would conduct a public 
hearing at a future date.

FISCAL IMPACTS OF POSSIBLE FUTURE ACTION
There are no known fiscal impacts associated with this action.

CONTACT PERSON
Fatema Crane, Landmarks Preservation Commission Secretary, Planning and 
Development, 510-981-7410

Attachments:
1: Notice of Decision – #LMSA 2019-0001, 2133 University Avenue
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L A N D M A R K S 

P R E S E R V A T I O N 

C O M M I S S I O N 

N o t i c e  o f  D e c i s i o n

DATE OF BOARD DECISION: March 5, 2020 
DATE NOTICE MAILED: April 27, 2020 

APPEAL PERIOD EXPIRATION: May 12, 2020 
EFFECTIVE DATE OF PERMIT (Barring Appeal or Certification): May 13, 20201 

2133 University Avenue 
Landmarks Sign Alteration Permit (#LMSA2019-0001) to establish a sign 

program for the buildings and tenant spaces within the Acheson Commons 
development project that contains three City of Berkeley Landmark 

buildings:  the Acheson Physicians’ Building, the MacFarlane Building, and 
the Sill’s Grocery & Hardware Company Building. 

The Landmarks Preservation Commission of the City of Berkeley, after conducting a public 
hearing, APPROVED the following permit: 

PERMITS REQUIRED: 
• Structural Alteration Permit, pursuant to Berkeley Municipal Code Section 3.24.200

APPLICANT: Paulina Paczkowska, Signage Designer 

ZONING DISTRICT:  Downtown Commercial/Mixed Use (C-D/MU) 

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW STATUS:  Categorically exempt pursuant to Section 15331 of the 
CEQA Guidelines for Historical Resource Rehabilitation. 

The Zoning Application and application materials for this project is available online at: 

1 Pursuant to BMC Section 23B.32.090, the City Council may “certify” any decision of the LPC for review, which 
has the same effect as an appeal. In most cases, the Council must certify the LPC decision during the 14-day 
appeal period. However, pursuant to BMC Section 1.04.070, if any portion of the appeal period falls within a 
Council recess, the deadline for Council certification is suspended until the first Council meeting after the recess, 
plus the number of days of the appeal period that occurred during the recess, minus one day. If there is no appeal 
or certification, the Use Permit becomes effective the day after the certification deadline has passed. 

ATTACHMENT 1, PART 1
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LANDMARKS PRESERVATION COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF DECISION 
Landmarks Signage Application - #LMSA2019-0001 
2133 University Avenue – Acheson Commons 
April 27, 2020 
Page 2 of 5 

g:\landuse\projects by address\university\2101-2113, 2125-2145 university & 1979-87 shattuck - acheson commons\acheson 
commons\lmsa2019-0001\document finals\2020-05-12_cc\2020-04-27_nod_lmsa_university2133_revised sip appeal.docx 

http://www.cityofberkeley.info/zoningapplications 

FINDINGS, CONDITIONS AND APPROVED PLANS ARE ATTACHED TO THIS NOTICE 

BOARD VOTE:  8-0-1-0 

YES: ABRANCHES DA SILVA, ADAMS, ALLEN, CRANDALL, ENCHILL, LACEY, 
MONTGOMERY, SCHWARTZ 

NO: None 

ABSTAIN: JOHNSON 

ABSENT: None 

Note New Methods for Submitting Appeals during Shelter-In-Place Order 
TO APPEAL THIS DECISION (see Section 3.24.300 of the Berkeley Municipal Code): 
To appeal a decision of the Landmarks Preservation Commission to the City Council during 
the 2020 City Council Shelter-In-Place Order, you must: 

1. Mail a letter clearly and concisely setting forth the grounds for the appeal with a check
or money order for required fees to the City Clerk, located at 2180 Milvia Street, 1st

Floor, Berkeley, 94704. The City Clerk’s telephone number is (510) 981-6900.
OR

Alternatively, you may email your complete appeal and all attachments to the Planning
Department at planning@cityofberkeley.info and include a telephone number where you
can be reached during the day.  Planning Department staff will call you within three
business days to obtain payment information for the required fees by credit card only.

a. Pursuant to BMC Section 3.24.300.A, an appeal may be taken to the City Council by
the application of the owners of the property or their authorized agents, or by the
application of at least fifty residents of the City aggrieved or affected by any
determination of the commission made under the provisions of Chapter 3.24.

2. Submit the required fee (checks and money orders must be payable to ‘City of
Berkeley’):
a. The basic fee for persons other than the applicant is $500. This fee may be reduced

to $100 if the appeal is signed by persons who lease or own at least 50 percent of
the parcels or dwelling units within 300 feet of the project site, or at least 25 such
persons (not including dependent children), whichever is less.  Signatures collected

ATTACHMENT 1, PART 1
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per the filing requirement in BMC Section 3.24.300.A may be counted towards 
qualifying for the reduced fee, so long as the signers are qualified.  The individual 
filing the appeal must clearly denote which signatures are to be counted towards 
qualifying for the reduced fee. 

b. The fee for appeals of affordable housing projects (defined as projects which provide
50 percent or more affordable units for households earning 80% or less of Area
Median Income) is $500, which may not be reduced.

c. The fee for all appeals by Applicants is $2500.
3. The appeal must be received prior to 5:00 p.m. on the "APPEAL PERIOD

EXPIRATION" date shown above (if the close of the appeal period falls on a weekend
or holiday, then the appeal period expires the following business day).

If no appeal is received, the landmark designation will be final on the first business day 
following expiration of the appeal period. 

NOTICE CONCERNING YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS: 
If you object to this decision, the following requirements and restrictions apply: 
1. If you challenge this decision in court, you may be limited to raising only those issues you

or someone else raised at the public hearing described in this notice, or in written
correspondence delivered to the Landmarks Preservation Commission at, or prior to, the
public hearing.

2. You must appeal to the City Council within fifteen (15) days after the Notice of Decision of
the action of the Landmarks Preservation Commission is mailed.  It is your obligation to
notify the Land Use Planning Division in writing of your desire to receive a Notice of
Decision when it is completed.

3. Pursuant to Code of Civil Procedure Section 1094.6(b) and Government Code Section
65009(c)(1), no lawsuit challenging a City Council decision, as defined by Code of Civil
Procedure Section 1094.6(e), regarding a use permit, variance or other permit may be filed
more than ninety (90) days after the date the decision becomes final, as defined in Code of
Civil Procedure Section 1094.6(b).  Any lawsuit not filed within that ninety (90) day period
will be barred.

4. Pursuant to Government Code Section 66020(d)(1), notice is hereby given to the applicant
that the 90-day protest period for any fees, dedications, reservations, or other exactions
included in any permit approval begins upon final action by the City, and that any challenge
must be filed within this 90-day period.

5. If you believe that this decision or any condition attached to it denies you any reasonable
economic use of the subject property, was not sufficiently related to a legitimate public
purpose, was not sufficiently proportional to any impact of the project, or for any other
reason constitutes a “taking” of property for public use without just compensation under the
California or United States Constitutions, your appeal of this decision must including the
following information:

ATTACHMENT 1, PART 1
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A. That this belief is a basis of your appeal.
B. Why you believe that the decision or condition constitutes a "taking" of property as set

forth above.
C. All evidence and argument in support of your belief that the decision or condition

constitutes a “taking” as set forth above.
If you do not do so, you will waive any legal right to claim that your property has been 
taken, both before the City Council and in court. 

PUBLIC COMMENT: 
Communications to Berkeley boards, commissions or committees are public record and will 
become part of the City’s electronic records, which are accessible through the City’s website. 
Please note: e-mail addresses, names, addresses, and other contact information are not 
required, but if included in any communication to a City board, commission or committee, 
will become part of the public record.  If you do not want your e-mail address or any other 
contact information to be made public, you may deliver communications via U.S. Postal Service 
or in person to the secretary of the relevant board, commission or committee.  If you do not want 
your contact information included in the public record, please do not include that information in 
your communication.  Please contact the secretary to the relevant board, commission or 
committee for further information. 

FURTHER INFORMATION: 
Questions about the project should be directed to the project planner, Fatema Crane, at (510) 
981-7410 or fcrane@cityofberkeley.info. All project application materials, including full-size
plans, may be viewed at the Permit Service Center (Zoning counter), 1947 Center Street, 3rd Fl.,
between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday through Friday, except Tuesday when the Center closes at
3PM.

ATTACHMENTS: 
1. Findings and Conditions
2. Project Plans

ATTEST: _________________________ 
Fatema Crane, Secretary 

Landmarks Preservation Commission 

ATTACHMENT 1, PART 1
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cc:   
City Clerk 
Applicant: Paulina Paczkowska, 235 Pine Street, Suite 2100, San Francisco, CA 94101 
Property Owner: MCREF Acheson LLC, 411 Borel Avenue, Suite 405, San Mateo, CA 94402 
Steven Finacom, 2308 Russell Street, Berkeley, CA 94705 

ATTACHMENT 1, PART 1
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A t t a c h m e n t  1, Part 2

F i n d i n g s  a n d  C o n d i t i o n s

1947 Center Street, Berkeley, CA  94704    Tel: 510.981.7410    TDD: 510.981.7474    Fax: 510.981.7420
E-mail: zab@ci.berkeley.ca.us

2133 University – Acheson Commons
Signage Alteration Permit #LMSA2019-0001
To establish a sign program for the buildings and tenant spaces within the 
Acheson Commons development project that contains three City of 
Berkeley Landmark buildings: the Acheson Physicians’ Building, the 
MacFarlane Building, and the Sill’s Grocery & Hardware Company Building.

CEQA FINDINGS
The project is categorically exempt from the provisions of the California Environmental Quality 
Act (CEQA, Public Resources Code §21000, et seq. and California Code of Regulations, 
§15000, et seq.) pursuant to Section 15331 of the CEQA Guidelines (“Historic Resource 
Restoration/Rehabilitation”). Furthermore, none of the exceptions in CEQA Guidelines Section 
15300.2 apply, as follows: (a) the site is not located in an environmentally sensitive area, (b) 
there are no cumulative impacts, (c) there are no significant effects, (d) the project is not located 
near a scenic highway, (e) the project site is not located on a hazardous waste site pursuant 
to Government Code Section 65962.5, and (f) the project will not affect any historical resource.

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR’S STANDARDS FINDINGS 
Regarding the Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation, the Landmarks 
Preservation Commission of the City of Berkeley makes the following findings:

1. The approved Acheson Commons development retains the historic ground floor 
commercial uses at this site. The new signage program would require minimal change 
to distinctive materials, features, spaces, and spatial relationships that characterize 
this site.

2. The proposal to establish a signage program for the tenant spaces at this project site 
would not result in removal of distinctive materials or alterations that would significantly 
change the overall spatial relations that characterize the building (e.g. building mass 
and height; storefront features and trim pieces).

3. Owning to their contemporary design and selection of materials, the proposed signage, 
would be recognizable as present-day elements of the building and would not be 
confused as original or historic, nor would they create a false sense of history.

4. The proposed signage would not affect any changes to the property that have 
acquired historic significance in their own right.

5. No distinctive materials, features, finishes or techniques will be affected by this 
proposal.
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2133 UNIVERSITY AVENUE SIGNAGE ALTERATION PERMIT - Findings and Conditions
Page 2 of 4 #LMSA2019-0001

6. Due to the rehabilitation currently underway, no deteriorated historic features would be 
affected by this request and none are proposed to be replaced.

7. If approved, this project will be subject to a condition that ensures only the gentlest 
measures are employed when chemical treatments are required.

8. Because no excavation will be required for the proposed alteration of this building, any 
existing archeological resources at this site will be unaffected by this proposal.

9. The proposed exterior alterations would not destroy features and spatial relationships 
that characterize the subject property, as described previously in the Analysis for SOI 
Standard 2, above.  

10. The new signage would not alter the overall form of the building. If the new signage 
were removed in the future, the essential form and integrity of the historic property and 
its environment would be unimpaired.

LANDMARK PRESERVATION ORDINANCE FINDINGS
As required by Section 3.24.260 of the Landmarks Preservation Ordinance, the Commission 
finds that proposed work is appropriate for and consistent with the purposes of the Ordinance, 
and will preserve and enhance the characteristics and features specified in the designation for 
this property.  Specifically:
1. The proposal maintains the form and scale of the historic buildings and storefronts.
2. The proposed work will not adversely affect the exterior architectural features of the 

Landmark buildings, the special character or historical, architectural or aesthetic interest 
or value of the site because the new signage is carefully fit within the finer building details 
and trim pieces, or to maintain a limited profile when protecting from the building façade.  
The sign will neither diminish nor conflict with the integrity of the three landmark buildings 
within the Acheson Commons development project site.  The overall sign program 
provides for consistency with signage on the new development that abuts and surrounds 
the historic buildings.

STANDARD CONDITIONS

The following conditions, as well as all other applicable provisions of the Landmarks 
Preservation Ordinance, apply to this Permit:

1. Conditions Shall be Printed on Plans

The conditions of this Permit shall be printed on the second sheet of each plan set 
submitted for a building permit pursuant to this Permit, under the title ‘Structural 
Alteration Permit Conditions’. Additional sheets may also be used if the second sheet is 
not of sufficient size to list all of the conditions. The sheet(s) containing the conditions 
shall be of the same size as those sheets containing the construction drawings; 8-1/2” 
by 11” sheets are not acceptable.
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2133 UNIVERSITY AVENUE SIGNAGE ALTERATION PERMIT - Findings and Conditions
Page 3 of 4 #LMSA2019-0001

2. Plans and Representations Become Conditions 

Except as specified herein, the site plan, floor plans, building elevations and/or any 
additional information or representations, whether oral or written, indicating the 
proposed structure or manner of operation submitted with an application or during the 
approval process are deemed conditions of approval.

3. Subject to All Applicable Laws and Regulations

The approved use and/or construction is subject to, and shall comply with, all applicable 
City Ordinances and laws and regulations of other governmental agencies.  Prior to 
construction, the applicant shall identify and secure all applicable permits from the 
Building and Safety Division, Public Works Department and other affected City divisions 
and departments.

4. Exercise and Lapse of Permits (Section 23B.56.100)

B. A permit for the construction of a building or structure is deemed exercised when a 
valid City building permit, if required, is issued, and construction has lawfully 
commenced.

A. A permit may be declared lapsed and of no further force and effect if it is not 
exercised within one year of its issuance, except that permits for construction or 
alteration of structures or buildings may not be declared lapsed if the permittee has:  
(1) applied for a building permit; or, (2) made substantial good faith efforts to obtain 
a building permit and begin construction, even if a building permit has not been 
issued and/or construction has not begun.

5. Indemnification Agreement

The applicant shall hold the City of Berkeley and its officers harmless in the event of any 
legal action related to the granting of this Permit, shall cooperate with the City in defense 
of such action, and shall indemnify the City for any award of damages or attorneys fees 
that may result.

ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS 
The following additional conditions are attached to this Permit:

6. Chemical Treatments. Any chemical treatments needed as construction progresses 
will be undertaken using the gentlest means possible. 

7. Anchors. Anchors in the historical façade shall be as discreet as possible and patched 
when signage or awnings are removed.

8. Lighting.  All exterior lighting, including for signage, shall be shielded and directed 
downward and away from property lines to prevent excessive glare beyond the subject 
property. 

9. Signage Program details. Prior to staff approval of any building permits for this 
signage program, the applicant shall submit:  complete sections and installation details 
for all approved signage installations; colors and materials information; and signage 
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2133 UNIVERSITY AVENUE SIGNAGE ALTERATION PERMIT - Findings and Conditions
Page 4 of 4 #LMSA2019-0001

and lettering heights, dimensions, placement on building(s). All materials shall be 
matte unless otherwise noted.

10. Signage for Ace/Sills Building & MacFarlane Building.  Prior to issuance of any 
building permits for this signage program, staff shall review and approve final details 
and section drawings for signage on the historic building storefronts in the Ace/Sills 
Building and the MacFarlane Building, and staff may require a reduction in wall 
signage lettering, including height and depth.

11. Modera/Acheson Commons Building Signage.  Building signage shall be limited to 
two banner-style blade signs:  one located on the Shattuck Avenue façade and placed 
near southwest corner of the MacFarlane Building, and one on the University façade 
and placed near the southeast corner of the Ace/Sills Building.

AT ALL TIMES
12. The property owner shall maintain all buildings and storefronts in good repair and 

remove building and tenant signage upon vacancy.
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Project Overview
Modera Acheson Commons
Berkeley, CA
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SOUTH FRONTAGE Elevation 

2 (SOUTH) 3 4 5 6

Building B — ACEBuilding A — ACHESON / PHYSICIANS BUILDING 

2131 
Univ. Ave.

2101
Univ. Ave.

2105 
Univ. Ave.

2121 
Univ. Ave.

2123 
Univ. Ave.

2111
2119

Univ. Ave.

2109
Univ. Ave.

2125 
University Ave.

2127 
Univ. Ave.

2129 
Univ. Ave.

2133
Univ. Ave.

2135
Univ. Ave.

2145 
Univ. Ave.

Building D —  MACFARLANE & KRISHNA

FRONTAGE ELEVATION — SOUTH

7 8
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EAST FRONTAGE Elevation 

6 Leasing office

Building C —  WALNUTBuilding B — ACE

1924 
Walnut St.

1922 
Walnut St.

1930
Walnut St.

FRONTAGE ELEVATION — EASTDESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 11MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020
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Sign Location Plan 
Modera Acheson Commons
Berkeley, CA
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40 40 40 40 40 40 40 40 

1) Building D —  MACFARLANE  (WEST)

1

2 3

4

2) Building D —  MACFARLANE  (SOUTH) 3) Building B — ACE BUILDING  (SOUTH) 4) Building B — ACE BUILDING (EAST)

BUILDING EXTERIOR SIGNAGEDESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 13MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020
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40 

40 

40 

40 

MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 02.06.2020

Building D —  MACFARLANE & KRISHNA (WEST)

1 2

Building ID Sign

SIGN AREA 
The size of signs and sign letters should 
be typically between 6 and 16 inches 
high. Maximum height should not exceed 
2 feet, although signs with dimensional 
letters only are strongly encourahed.  
Primary signs should contain only the 
name of the business and/or its logo.
Cabinet signs are strongly discouraged. 

Residential 
Entrance

Electric Room

EXTERIOR ELEVATION   |  BLDGD  /  ALLOWABLE SIGNS PER TENANT

Allowable signs per commercial tenant: 
On premises with one street frontage, any  
combination of two (2) of the following:  
one wall sign, one projecting sign, one 
ground sign, one roof sign, one marquee 
sign, one moving sign.
 
On premises with more than one street 
frontage, for each additional street frontage 
any combination of two of the following: one 
wall sign, one projecting sign, one marquee 
sign, one moving sign.

Coordinate the design and alignment of 
signs on multiple use buildings in order to 
achieve a unified appearance rather than 
visual confusion. 

Storefront Sign

Blade Sign       (N/A)

Window Graphic/max area

Window Graphic/ Direct. info

Street Number

Wayfinding Plaque

Sign location area 

Alternative sign location area

WINDOW SIGNS should not exceed 15% 
of the window area so that visibility into 
and out of the window is not obstructed. 

14
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MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 02.06.2020

40 

Building D —  MACFARLANE & KRISHNA (SOUTH)

2 3

EXTERIOR ELEVATION   |   ALLOWABLE SIGNS PER TENANT #2, #3

Window signs should not exceed 15% of 
the window area so that visibility into and 
out of the window is not obstructed. 

SIGN AREA – TRANSOM
The size of signs and sign letters should 
be between 6 and 13 inches high. 
Please see pages 56–58 for sign types.  

SIGN AREA 
The size of signs and sign letters should 
be typically between 6 and 16 inches 
high. Maximum height should not exceed 
2 feet, although signs with dimensional 
letters only are encourahed.  
Primary signs should contain only the 
name of the business and/or its logo.
Cabinet signs are strongly discouraged. 

Coordinate the design and alignment of 
signs on multiple use buildings in order to 
achieve a unified appearance rather than 
visual confusion. 

40 

Window signs sh
the window area
out of the windo

SIGN AREA – T
The size of signs
be between 6 an
Please see page

SIGN AREA
The size of signs and sign letters should 
be typically between 6 and 16 inches
high. Maximum height should not exceed 
2 feet, although signs with dimensional 
letters only are encourahed.
Primary signs should contain only the 
name of the business and/or its logo.
Cabinet signs are strongly discouraged. 

Coordinate the design and alignment of 
signs on multiple use buildings in order to 
achieve a unified appearance rather than 
visual confusion.

Allowable signs per commercial tenant: 
On premises with one street frontage, any  
combination of two (2) of the following:  
one wall sign, one projecting sign, one 
ground sign, one roof sign, one marquee 
sign, one moving sign.
 
On premises with more than one street 
frontage, for each additional street frontage 
any combination of two of the following: one 
wall sign, one projecting sign, one marquee 
sign, one moving sign.

Storefront Sign

Blade Sign       (N/A)

Window Graphic/max area

Window Graphic/ Direct. info

Street Number

Wayfinding Plaque

Sign location area 

Alternative sign location area

15
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MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 02.06.2020

7 8

EXTERIOR ELEVATION   |   ALLOWABLE SIGNS PER TENANT #7, #8

Storefront Sign

Blade Sign       (N/A)

Window Graphic/max area

Window Graphic/ Direct. info

Street Number

Wayfinding Plaque

Sign location area 

Alternative sign location area

Allowable signs per commercial tenant: 
On premises with one street frontage, any  
combination of two (2) of the following:  
one wall sign, one projecting sign, one ground 
sign, one roof sign, one marquee sign, one 
moving sign.

Window signs should not exceed 15% of 
the window area so that visibility into and 
out of the window is not obstructed. 

SIGN AREA 
The size of signs and sign letters should 
be typically between 6 and 16 inches 
high. Maximum height should not exceed 
2 feet, although signs with dimensional 
letters only are encourahed.  
Primary signs should contain only the 
name of the business and/or its logo.
Cabinet signs are strongly discouraged. 

Coordinate the design and alignment of 
signs on multiple use buildings in order to 
achieve a unified appearance rather than 
visual confusion. 

16
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MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 02.06.2020

Building A — ACHESON / PHYSICIANS BUILDING 

4 5
Residential

Entrance

EXTERIOR ELEVATION   |   ALLOWABLE SIGNS PER TENANT #4 AND #5

Storefront Sign

Blade Sign

Window Graphic/max area

Window Graphic/ Direct. info

Street Number

Wayfinding Plaque

Window signs should 
not exceed 15% of the 
window area so that vis-
ibility into and out of the 
window is not obstructed. 

Coordinate the design and alignment of 
signs on multiple use buildings in order to 
achieve a unified appearance rather than 
visual confusion. 

SIGN AREA 
The size of signs and sign letters 
should be between 6 and 16 
inches high. Dimensional letters 
only are encourahed.  
Primary signs should contain 
only the name of the business 
and/or its logo. Cabinet signs  
are strongly discouraged. 

SIGN AREA - TRANSOM
The size of signs and sign letters should 
be between 6 and 13 inches high. 
Please see pages 56–58 for sign types.  

Allowable signs per commercial tenant: 
On premises with one street frontage, any  
combination of two (2) of the following:  
one wall sign, one projecting sign, one ground 
sign, one roof sign, one marquee sign, one 
moving sign.

Sign location area 

Alternative sign location area

17
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MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 02.06.2020

40 40 

Building B — ACE BUILDING

6

Residential Exit

EXTERIOR ELEVATION   |   ALLOWABLE SIGNS PER TENANT #6

Storefront Sign

Blade Sign

Window Graphic/max area

Window Graphic/ Direct. info

Street Number

Wayfinding Plaque

Allowable signs per commercial tenant: 
On premises with one street frontage, any  
combination of two (2) of the following:  
one wall sign, one projecting sign, one 
ground sign, one roof sign, one marquee 
sign, one moving sign.
 
On premises with more than one street 
frontage, for each additional street frontage 
any combination of two of the following: one 
wall sign, one projecting sign, one marquee 
sign, one moving sign.

Window signs should not exceed 15% of 
the window area so that visibility into and 
out of the window is not obstructed. 

Coordinate the design and alignment of 
signs on multiple use buildings in order to 
achieve a unified appearance rather than 
visual confusion. 

SIGN AREA - TRANSOM
The size of signs and sign letters should 
be between 6 and 13 inches high. 
Please see pages 56–58 for sign types.  

18
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MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 02.06.2020

40 40 

6
Main Residential Entrance 
to Bldg B, Mail, Package for 
A/B/C, Fitness

Courtyard Entrance

EXTERIOR ELEVATION   |   ALLOWABLE SIGNS PER TENANT #6

Building B — ACE BUILDING (EAST)

Storefront Sign

Blade Sign

Window Graphic/max area

Window Graphic/ Direct. info

Street Number

Wayfinding Plaque

Allowable signs per commercial tenant: 
On premises with one street frontage, any 
combination of two (2) of the following:  
one wall sign, one projecting sign, one 
ground sign, one roof sign, one marquee 
sign, one moving sign.
 
On premises with more than one street 
frontage, for each additional street frontage 
any combination of two of the following: 
one wall sign, one projecting sign, one 
marquee sign, one moving sign.

Window signs should not exceed 15% of 
the window area so that visibility into and 
out of the window is not obstructed. 

Coordinate the design and alignment of 
signs on multiple use buildings in order to 
achieve a unified appearance rather than 
visual confusion. 

SIGN AREA - TRANSOM
The size of signs and sign letters should 
be between 6 and 13 inches high. 
Please see pages 56–58 for sign types.  

19
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DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 20MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020 EXTERIOR ELEVATION   |   BLDG C  /  LEASING  OFFICE SIGNS
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MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 02.06.2020 21

Two way street

C E  T B D T B D T B D T B T B DA R A N C EA N CA N CA N CA N C.  C L E A R AE AE AE AE AM A X .  C LA X .  A X .  A X .  A X .  CM A A R AA R AM A .  C L.  C L C EC E B DM A X .  C L E A R A N C E  T B D

P A R K I N G
R E T A I L

E N T R A N C E

PARKING BLADE SIGN
(VEHICULAR, PEDESTRIAN)OPEN BEYOND

PARKING ENTRY SIGN 
(PEDESTRAN)

PARKING ENTRY SIGN 
(VEHICULAR, PEDESTRAN)

EXTERIOR ELEVATION   |   BLDG C  /  PARKING SIGNS
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Building D —  MACFARLANE

Building ID - primary locations

Building ID - secondary locations

PLEASE SEE DETAILS - PAGES 27–33
Building B —  ACE

BUILDING EXTERIOR SIGNAGEDESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 22MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020
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BUILDING EXTERIOR SIGNAGE, SATELITE VIEW

Building ID - primary locations Building ID - secondary locations

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 23MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020
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Design
Design Direction – Spanish Revival

Modera Acheson Commons
Berkeley, CA
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DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 25MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020 PRECEDENT — SPANISH REVIVAL
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DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 26MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020

LOOK & FEEL / MATERIAL & COLOR

OILED RUBBED BRONZE METALWORK BRONZE LETTERING

MATERIALS, LOOK AND FEEL — SPANISH REVIVAL
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1/2
TYP.

1/2
TYP.

2  TYP.

B  ID S   S  E2B  ID S   F  E1

B  ID S   P  V3

2 3 1/2

.5  THICK  WATER JET CUT
ALUMIMUM LETTERS, PAINTED

FABRICATED 1/8  ALUMINUM
CABINET, PAINTED

.5  THICK  WATER JET 
CUT PANEL, PAINTED

FABRICATED SIGN
BRACKET, PAINTED

NOTE
SIGN BRACKET TO BE MECHANICALLY
ANCHORED TO WALL FACADE  
FABRICATOR TO SURVEY PROPOSED 
LOCATIONS AND RECOMMEND BEST 
MOUNTING METHOD

14 512 1112 6

3 1/2  TYP.
2  TYP.

32

28

9 8

5 3/4
2 3/4  TYP.

7 1/2

9 1/2

9 1/2

16

17

2 8

2

14 6

9 1/2

15
1/4"

BUILDING IDDESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 27MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020
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BUILDING ID
Single Blade Sign

BUILDING ID
Single Blade Sign

N

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 28MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020

B  ID S   C  R
SCALE  NTS

1

BUILDING ID, RENDERING - PROPOSED OPTION 1 - A SINGLE BLADE SIGN

PROPOSED BUILDING ID SIGN AND LOCATIONS
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BUILDING ID
Single Blade Sign

N

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 29MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020

B  ID S   C  R
SCALE  NTS

1

BUILDING ID, RENDERING - PROPOSED OPTION 1 - A SINGLE BLADE SIGN

PROPOSED BUILDING ID SIGN AND LOCATIONS
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B  ID S   C  R
SCALE  NTS

1 BUILDING ID
A Pair of Blade Signs

BUILDING ID
A Pair of Blade Signs

N

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 30MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020 BUILDING ID, RENDERING - ALTERNATE  1 - A PAIR OF BLADE SIGNS

OPTION 2 - A PAIR OF BLADE SIGNS
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B  ID S   C  R
SCALE  NTS

1 BUILDING ID
A Pair of Blade Signs

N

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 31MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020 BUILDING ID, RENDERING - ALTERNATE  1 - A PAIR OF BLADE SIGNS

OPTION 2 - A PAIR OF BLADE SIGNS
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BUILDING ID
Single Blade Sign

BUILDING ID
Single Blade Sign

BUILDING ID
Single Blade Sign

N

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 32MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020

B  ID S   C  R
SCALE  NTS

1

BUILDING ID, RENDERING - ALTERNATE 2 - FOUR SINGLE BLADE SIGNS

OPTION 3 - FOUR SINGLE BLADE SIGNS
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BUILDING ID
Single Blade Sign

BUILDING ID
Single Blade Sign

N

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 33MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020

B  ID S   C  R
SCALE  NTS

1

BUILDING ID, RENDERING - ALTERNATE 2 - FOUR SINGLE BLADE SIGNS

OPTION 3 - FOUR SINGLE BLADE SIGNS
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24"

24"

22"

1"

1"

L E A S I N G
O F F I C E

L E A S I N G
O F F I C E

6"

3"

1 1/2" TYP.
1"

16"

14"

12"

3'-4"

24"

33"

1 1/2"

1 1/2" 2 3/4"

Blade Sign - Front Elevation1 Blade Sign - Side Elevation2

Blade Sign - Plan View3

.5” THICK  WATER-JET CUT
ALUMIMUM LOGO & LETTERS, PAINTED

FABRICATED 1/8” ALUMINUM
CABINET, PAINTED

.5” THICK  WATER-JET 
CUT PANEL, PAINTED

FABRICATED SIGN
BRACKET, PAINTED

NOTE:
SIGN BRACKET TO BE MECHANICALLY
ANCHORED TO WALL FACADE – 
FABRICATOR TO SURVEY PROPOSED 
LOCATIONS AND RECOMMEND BEST 
MOUNTING METHOD

2"

6"6"

6"

34"

1/2"

3"

6"

2 3/4"

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 34MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020 BLADE SIGN - SQUARE
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24"

24"

22"

1"

1"

24"

33"

1 1/2"

1 1/2"

Tenant Blade Sign - Square - Front Elevation1 Tenant Blade Sign - Square - Side Elevation2

Tenant Blade Sign - Square - Plan View3

DESIGNATED AREA
FOR TENANT LOGO/NAME

FABRICATED 1/8” ALUMINUM
CABINET, PAINTED

.5” THICK REPLACABLE, DOUBLE 
SIDED PANEL FOR TENANT”S LOGO

FABRICATED SIGN
BRACKET, PAINTED

NOTE:
SIGN BRACKET TO BE MECHANICALLY
ANCHORED TO WALL FACADE – 
FABRICATOR TO SURVEY PROPOSED 
LOCATIONS AND RECOMMEND BEST 
MOUNTING METHOD

17"

17"

1"

6"

3"

1/2"

2"

6"

96"

24"

6"

2 3/4"

2 3/4"

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 35MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020 COMMERTIAL TENANT SIGN, BLADE - SQUARE
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Tenant Blade Sign - Circle - Front Elevation1

DESIGNATED AREA
FOR TENANT LOGO/NAME

FABRICATED 1/8” ALUMINUM
CABINET, PAINTED

FABRICATED SIGN
BRACKET, PAINTED

NOTE:
SIGN BRACKET TO BE MECHANICALLY
ANCHORED TO WALL FACADE – 
FABRICATOR TO SURVEY PROPOSED 
LOCATIONS AND RECOMMEND BEST 
MOUNTING METHOD

15"

15"

24"

24"

22"

22"

1" TYP.

Tenant Blade Sign - Circle - Front Elevation1

NOTE:
SIGN BRACKET TO BE MECHANICALLY
ANCHORED TO WALL FACADE – 
FABRICATOR TO SURVEY PROPOSED 
LOCATIONS AND RECOMMEND BEST 
MOUNTING METHOD

15"

1" TYP.

24"

33"

1 1/2"

1 1/2"

Tenant Blade Sign - Circle - Side Elevation2

Tenant Blade Sign - Circle - Plan View3

6"

1/2"

.5” THICK REPLACABLE, DOUBLE 
SIDED PANEL FOR TENANT”S LOGO

2"

6"

96"

24"

6"

2 3/4"

2 3/4"

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 36MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020 COMMERTIAL TENANT SIGN, BLADE - CIRCLE
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3"

DESIGNATED AREA
FOR TENANT LOGO/NAME

FABRICATED 1/8” ALUMINUM
CABINET, PAINTED

.5” THICK REPLACABLE, DOUBLE 
SIDED PANEL FOR TENANT”S LOGO

FABRICATED SIGN
BRACKET, PAINTED

NOTE:
SIGN BRACKET TO BE MECHANICALLY
ANCHORED TO WALL FACADE – 
FABRICATOR TO SURVEY PROPOSED 
LOCATIONS AND RECOMMEND BEST 
MOUNTING METHOD

1 1/2"

1 1/2"

1" TYP.

3'-4"

27"

3'-1"

24"

27"

14"

Tenant Blade Sign - Oval - Front Elevation1 Tenant Blade Sign - Oval - Side Elevation2

Tenant Blade Sign - Oval - Plan View3

6"

2"

6"

96"

24"

6" "

2 3/4"

2 3/4"

NOTE: This blade type - OVAL  
is only available as a third  
option for Building B, ACE, 
Tenant #6. 

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 37MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020 COMMERTIAL TENANT SIGN, BLADE - OVAL
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NOTE: Placeholder text. Final content 
to be provided by client. 

NOTE:
SIGN TO BE MECHANICALLY
ANCHORED TO WALL FACADE – 
FABRICATOR TO SURVEY PROPOSED 
LOCATIONS AND RECOMMEND BEST 
MOUNTING METHOD

P A R K I N G
E N T R A N C E

Pedestrian Parking Plaque - Front Elevation1 Pedestrian Parking Plaque - Side Elevation2

R E T A I L
P A R K I N G

E N T R A N C E

15" 14"

1/2" TYP.

1/2" TYP.

2 1/2"

1"
1/2"

1" 1/4"

1/4"

3"

2 1/2"

13"

1/4” THICK  WATER-JET CUT
ALUMIMUM LETTERS, PAINTED

FABRICATED 1/8” ALUMINUM
CABINET, PAINTED

1/4” THICK  WATER-JET 
CUT PANEL, PAINTED

11"

4"

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 38MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020 LEASING OFFICE SIGN
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.5” THICK REPLACABLE, DOUBLE 
SIDED PANEL FOR TENANT”S LOGO

NOTE:
SIGN TO BE MECHANICALLY
ANCHORED TO WALL FACADE – 
FABRICATOR TO SURVEY PROPOSED 
LOCATIONS AND RECOMMEND BEST 
MOUNTING METHOD

Leasing Office Plaque - Front Elevation1 Leasing Office Plaque - Side Elevation2

1/2" TYP.

1" 1/4"

1/4"

3"

2 1/2"

1/4” THICK  WATER-JET CUT
ALUMIMUM LETTERS, PAINTED

FABRICATED 1/8” ALUMINUM
CABINET, PAINTED

1/4” THICK  WATER-JET 
CUT PANEL, PAINTED

LEASING OFFICE
MONDAY – FRIDAY
10:00 AM – 5:OO PM

SATURDAY
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM

SUNDAY
12:00 PM – 5:00 PM

OPENING HOURS

CALL 123-456-7890
TO MAKE AN APPT.

LEASING OFFICE
MONDAY – FRIDAY
10:00 AM – 5:OO PM

SATURDAY
10:00 AM – 4:00 PM

SUNDAY
12:00 PM – 5:00 PM

OPENING HOURS

CALL 123-456-7890
TO MAKE AN APPT.

17"

14"

16"

13"

4"

6"

1/2" TYP.

1" TYP.

1/4"

1"

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 39MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020 RESIDENT ENTRANCE SIGN
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MODERA LEASING OFFICE
LOCATED AT 1922 WALNUT ST.  

TEL:  510-456-7890

MODERA
LEASING OFFICE

LOCATED AT
1922 WALNUT ST.  
TEL:  510-456-7890

"

1 "

MODERA LEASING OFFICE
LOCATED AT 1922 WALNUT ST.

TEL: 510-456-7890

5
"

5 "

VINYL CUT OUT NUMBER
MATERIAL 3M
COLOR  921 BRON E
ANTUQUE METALLIC
FONTS  CENTURY GOTHIC, REGULAR
CENTURY GOTHIC, BOLD

"

1 "

NOTE
SIGN TO BE MECHANICALLY
ANCHORED TO WALL FACADE  
FABRICATOR TO SURVEY PROPOSED 
LOCATIONS AND RECOMMEND BEST 
MOUNTING METHOD

L  O  L  P   F  E
SCALE 3   

2L  O  L  P   S  E

TYPE 1

TYPE 2

TYPE 3

SCALE 3   
1

1/4

1/4

1/4

3

1/4  THICK  WATER JET CUT
ALUMIMUM LETTERS, PAINTED

FABRICATED 1/8  ALUMINUM
CABINET, PAINTED

1/4  THICK  WATER JET 
CUT PANEL, PAINTED

NOTE
SIGN TO BE APPLIED TO GLASS

L  O  L  L   F  E
SCALE 3   

5

NOTE
SIGN TO BE MECHANICALLY
ANCHORED TO WALL FACADE  
FABRICATOR TO SURVEY PROPOSED 
LOCATIONS AND RECOMMEND BEST 
MOUNTING METHOD

L  O  L  P   F  E
SCALE 3   

4L  O  L  P   S  E
SCALE 3   

3

1/4

1/4

1/4

1/4  THICK  WATER JET CUT
ALUMIMUM LETTERS, PAINTED

FABRICATED 1/8  ALUMINUM
CABINET, PAINTED

1/4  THICK  WATER JET 
CUT PANEL, PAINTED

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 40MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020 LEASING OFFICE DIRECTIONAL MESSAGE 
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MODERA LEASING OFFICE
LOCATED AT 1922 WALNUT ST.

TEL: 510-456-7890

"
4

"
"

1 "

1/
2

G
AP

 M
IN

6
0

2
3

3 0
CLR MIN

8
3 

1/
4

LC

3
0

GRADE 2 M
IN

2

4
A8.23

MODERA RESIDENTIAL
MODERA LEASING OFFICE

LOCATED AT 1922 WALNUT ST.  
TEL:  510-456-78903.0

0"

24.00"

3.0
0"

12.00"

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 41MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020

TYPE  1

TYPE  2

TYPE  3

LEASING OFFICE DIRECTIONAL MESSAGE — ELEVATIONS
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24"

24"

22"

1"

P A R K I N G

16"

12"

3'-4"

24"

33"

1 1/2"

1 1/2" 2 3/4"

Parking ID Blade Sign - Front Elevation1 Parking ID Blade Sign - Side Elevation2

Parking ID Blade Sign - Plan View3

.5” THICK  WATER-JET CUT
ALUMIMUM LETTERS, PAINTED

FABRICATED 1/8” ALUMINUM
CABINET, PAINTED

.5” THICK  WATER-JET 
CUT PANEL, PAINTED

FABRICATED SIGN
BRACKET, PAINTED

NOTE:
SIGN BRACKET TO BE MECHANICALLY
ANCHORED TO WALL FACADE – 
FABRICATOR TO SURVEY PROPOSED 
LOCATIONS AND RECOMMEND BEST 
MOUNTING METHOD

2'-8"

6"

4 1/2"

11 1/2"

P A R K I N G

1"

6"

3"

1/2"

2"

6"

2 3/4"

6" "

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 42MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020 PARKING BLADE SIGN - SQUARE
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NOTE
SIGN TO BE MECHANICALLY
ANCHORED TO WALL FACADE  
FABRICATOR TO SURVEY PROPOSED 
LOCATIONS AND RECOMMEND BEST 
MOUNTING METHOD

P A R K I N G
R E T A I L

E N T R A N C E

P  P  P   F  E
SCALE 3   

1 P  P  P   S  E
SCALE 3   

2

P A R K I N G
R E T A I L

E N T R A N C E

15 14

1/2  TYP.

1/2  TYP.

2 1/2

1
1/2

1/4

1/4

1/2

3

2 1/2

13

1/4  THICK  WATER JET CUT
ALUMIMUM LETTERS, PAINTED

FABRICATED 1/8  ALUMINUM
CABINET, PAINTED

1/4  THICK  WATER JET 
CUT PANEL, PAINTED

11

4

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 43MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020 RETAIL PARKING ENTRANCE PLAQUE
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NOTE:
SIGN TO BE MECHANICALLY
ANCHORED TO WALL FACADE – 
FABRICATOR TO SURVEY 
PROPOSED LOCATIONS AND  
RECOMMEND BEST
MOUNTING METHOD

1/4"

1/4"

1/2"

Vehicular Parking Plaque - Front Elevation
SCALE: 3” = ”

1 Vehicular Parking Plaque - Side Elevation
SCALE: 3” = ”

2

1/4” THICK  WATER-JET CUT
ALUMIMUM LETTERS, PAINTED

FABRICATED 1/8” ALUMINUM
CABINET, PAINTED

1/4” THICK  WATER-JET 
CUT PANEL, PAINTED

1 "

6"

 1/
4"

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 44MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020 PARKING VERTICAL SIGN
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TU
C

D

DN

DN

UP

DN

DN

R
AM

P
1

12
 S

LO
PE

DW

BUILDING C /
WALNUT

9
9 

3/
8

TTU
C

D
C

D
U

C
D

U
C

U
C

9
9 

3/
8

DN

DN

UP

DN

DN

R
AM

P
1

12
 S

LO
PE

DW

BUILDINGUILDUILD  C /
WALNUT

B E R K E L E Y  W A Y

W
A

L
N

U
T

 
S

T
R

R
E

E
T

Leasing Office
Entrance

Main Residential 
Entry for Bldg C 

and outside entry for 
Comm. garage 

Residential 
Exit only

Pedestrian
Parking Entry

Residential 
Parking

Commertial
Parking

Entry to 
commercial garage

and Bldg C

Main Residential 
Entry to Bldg C 

CLUB ROOM 

C
WALNUT BUILDINGW NINGNIINGING

BUILDING C / WAYFINDING PLAQUES

M  C  R  P   F  E2

E   M  R   F  E1 E   M  R   F  E  / OPTIONAL WORDING 1B

E X I T  T O
M O D E R A

R E T A I L

E X I T  T O
W A L N U T
S T R E E T

M O D E R A
C L U B

R O O M

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 45MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020
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NOTE
SIGN TO BE MECHANICALLY
ANCHORED TO WALL FACADE  
FABRICATOR TO SURVEY PROPOSED 
LOCATIONS AND RECOMMEND BEST 
MOUNTING METHOD

E   M  R   F  E1 E  M    S  E2

E X I T  T O
M O D E R A

R E T A I L

E X I T  T O
M O D E R A

R E T A I L

1/2

1/2

1/2

1/2

1/4

1/4

2 1/2

1/4  THICK  WATER JET CUT
ALUMIMUM LETTERS, PAINTED

FABRICATED 1/8  ALUMINUM
CABINET, PAINTED

1/4  THICK  WATER JET 
CUT PANEL, PAINTED

BUILDING C / WAYFINDING PLAQUE / EXIT TO RETAILDESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 46MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020
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NOTE
SIGN TO BE MECHANICALLY
ANCHORED TO WALL FACADE  
FABRICATOR TO SURVEY PROPOSED 
LOCATIONS AND RECOMMEND BEST 
MOUNTING METHOD

M  C  R  P   F  E1 E  M    S  E2

M O D E R A
C L U B

R O O M

M O D E R A
C L U B

R O O M

1/2

1/2

1/2

1/2

1/4

1/4

2 1/2

1/4  THICK  WATER JET CUT
ALUMIMUM LETTERS, PAINTED

FABRICATED 1/8  ALUMINUM
CABINET, PAINTED

1/4  THICK  WATER JET 
CUT PANEL, PAINTED

BUILDING C / WAYFINDING PLAQUE / CLUB ROOMDESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 47MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020
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T  T  S  F  E  / B  O
SCALE  NTS

1

NO SMOKING WITHIN 25 FT FROMNO SMOKING WITHIN 25 FT FROM
ALL ENTRIES, OUTDOOR AIR INTAKES,ALL ENTRIES, OUTDOOR AIR INTTAKES,
AND OPERABLE WINDOWS.AND OPERABLE WINDOWS.

O P E N I N GO P E N I N G
H O U R SH O U R S

Tel:  408.123.2453Te 408 123 2453

Monday - FridayMonday - Friday
10:00am - 7:00pm10:00am - 7:00pm

SaturdaySaturday
10:00am - 6:00pm10:00am - 6:00pm

SundaySunday
Noon - 5:00pmNoon - 5:00pm

S I G N A G ES I G N A G ES I G N A G E S I G N A G ES I G N A G ESS EENN AA EESS I G N A G E

WINDOW GRAPHIC 
BRANDING OPPORTUNITIES

TENANT ENTRY SIGNAGE
SEE DETAIL

Window Sign CriteriaWindow Sign Criteria

WINDOW SIGNS should not exceed 15% of the window area  

so that visibility into and out of the window is not obstructed. 

Use high-quality materials and techniques such as paint,  gold-leaf, 

neon, and sandblasted or etched glass. Apply window signs directly 

to the interior face of the glazing, or hang signs inside the window. 

Cancel all mounting of hardware and equipment

Coordinate the design and alignment of signs 

on multiple use buildings in order to achieve a 

unified appearance rather than visual confusion. 

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 48MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020 ACE BUILDING FACADE, COMMERCIAL SIGNAGE
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T  T  S  F  D  D   D1

NO SMOKING WITHIN 25 FT FROMNO SMOKK NG WITTH N 225 FFT FROM
ALL ENTRIES, OUTDOOR AIR INTAKES,ALL ENNTR EES, OUTTDOOR AA R NNTTAKEES,
AND OPERABLE WINDOWS.AND OPERABLE W NDOOWWS

O P E N I N GO P E N I N G
H O U R SH O U R S

Tel:  408.123.2453TTe 44008 11223 2244553

Monday - FridayMMondaay - FFrriidaay
10:00am - 7:00pm10 000am 7 000pm

SaturdaySatturrdaay
10:00am - 6:00pm10 000am 6 000pm

SundaySundaay
Noon - 5:00pmNoon 5 000pm

1  TYP.
3/4  TYP.

1/2  TYP.

1  TYP.
3/4  TYP.

6

4

1  TYP.
3/4  TYP.

3

2 1/2

S I G N A G ES I G N A G ES I G N A G E S I G N A G ES I G N A G ESS NN AASS I G N A G E

NO SMOKING WITHIN 25 FT FROMNO SMOKK NG WITTH N 225 FFT FROM
ALL ENTRIES, OUTDOOR AIR INTAKES,ALL ENNTR EES, OUTTDOOR AA R NNTTAKEES,
AND OPERABLE WINDOWS.AND OPERABLE W NDOOWWS

O P E N I N GO P E N I N G
H O U R SH O U R S

Tel:  408.123.2453TTe 44008 11223 2244553

Monday - FridayMMondaay - FFrriidaay
10:00am - 7:00pm10 000am 7 000pm

SaturdaySatturrdaay
10:00am - 6:00pm10 000am 6 000pm

SundaySundaay
Noon - 5:00pmNoon 5 000pm

14

19
3  TYP.

3

5

19

5

13

Precedents: 

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 49MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020 WINDOW, DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE, DOUBLE DOOR
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T  T  S  F  S  D   D1

ONLY REQUIRED IF 
DOOR IS ACCESSIBLE.

16

NO SMOKING WITHIN 25 FT FROMNO SMMOKK NG WITTH N 225 FFT FRROM
ALL ENTRIES, OUTDOOR AIR INTAKES,AALLL ENNTTR EES, OUUTTDDOOOR AA R NNTTAAKKEES
AND OPERABLE WINDOWS.AAND OPERAABLE W NDDOOWWS

O P E N I N GO P E N I N G
H O U R SH O U R S

Tel:  408.123.2453TTe 44008 1223 2244553

Monday - FridayMMondaay FFrriidaay
10:00am - 7:00pm10 0000am 7 000pm

SaturdaySSaatturrdaay
10:00am - 6:00pm10 0000am 6 000pm

SundaySundaay
Noon - 5:00pmNoon 5 000pm

S I G N A G ES G N A G ES I G N A G E

NO SMOKING WITHIN 25 FT FROM
ALL ENTRIES, OUTDOOR AIR INTAKES,
AND OPERABLE WINDOWS.

O P E N I N G
H O U R S

Tel:  408.123.2453Tel: 408.123.2453

Monday - Friday
10:00am - 7:00pm

Saturday
10:00am - 6:00pm

Sunday
Noon - 5:00pm

S I G N A G ES I G N A G ESS NN AASS I G N A EEEEG E3

19

1  TYP.
3/4  TYP.

3/4
TYP.

1

2 1/2

3

4

8

Precedents:

 

WINDOW, DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE, SINGLE DOORDESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 50MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020

Page 61 of 85



R  A  E   D1

NO SMOKING WITHIN 25 FT FROMNO SMOKING WITHIN 25 FT FROM
ALL ENTRIES, OUTDOOR AIR INTAKES,ALL ENTRIES, OUTDOOR AIR INTTAKES,
AND OPERABLE WINDOWS.AND OPERABLE WINDOWS.

PACKAGE DELIVERY

MAIL ROOM

PACKAGE DELIVERY

MAIL ROOM

1  TYP.
2  TYP.

2

2
3/4

7

3

3/4  TYP.
1  TYP.

3/4  TYP.

4

21/2

NO SMOKING WITHIN 25 FT FROMNO SMOKING WITHIN 25 FT FROM
ALL ENTRIES, OUTDOOR AIR INTAKES,ALL ENTRIES, OUTDOOR AIR INTTAKES,
AND OPERABLE WINDOWS.AND OPERABLE WINDOWS.

MODERA LEASING OFFICE
LOCATED ON 1922 WALNUT ST.
MODERA LEASING OFFICE
LOCATED ON 1922 WALNUT ST.

PACKAGE DELIVERY

MAIL ROOM

PACKAGE DELIVERY

MAIL ROOM

MODERA LEASING OFFICE
LOCATED ON 1922 WALNUT ST.
MODERA LEASING OFFICE
LOCATED ON 1922 WALNUT ST.

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 51MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020 WINDOW, DIRECTIONAL SIGNAGE
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SLOPE

N  PTD CEDAR
TRANSOM FRAME

Sign Face

Mounting Pins

LEDs

Returns

Wire Lead

SLO

2.5

16
"

1
"

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 52MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020

14
.00

"

ACHESON  BUILDING FACADE, COMMERCIAL SIGNAGE, TENANT ID
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DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 53MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020 ACHESON  BUILDING FACADE, COMMERCIAL SIGNAGE, TENANT ID

(OPTIONAL LOCATION ) TENANT ID 

(OPTIONAL LOCATION ) TENANT ID - DYMENSIONAL LETTERING 

(COMMERCIAL) TENANT ID ON STOREFRONT TRANSOM.  
AVAILABLE THREE TYPES OF DIMENSIONAL LETERING: 
1) HALO-LIT LETTERING 
2) PARTIAL-SIDE LIT DIMENSIONAL LETTERING
3) DIMENSIONAL LETTERING

Rendering of HALO-LIT LETTERING 
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(COMMERCIAL) TENANT ID ON STOREFRONT TRANSOM.  
AVAILABLE THREE TYPES OF DIMENSIONAL LETERING: 
1) HALO-LIT LETTERING 
2) PARTIAL-SIDE LIT DIMENSIONAL LETTERING
3) DIMENSIONAL LETTERING

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 54MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020 ACHESON  BUILDING FACADE, COMMERCIAL SIGNAGE, TENANT ID
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ACHEDON KRISHNA  BUILDING FACADE, COMMERCIAL SIGNAGE

4

20
A3.42

17
A3.42

18
A3.42

BUSINESS NAME 

6
"

6
"

1
"

1
"

444444444444

(COMMERCIAL) TENANT ID ON STOREFRONT TRANSOM.  
AVAILABLE THREE TYPES OF DIMENSIONAL LETTERING: 
1) HALO-LIT LETTERING 
2) PARTIAL-SIDE LIT DIMENSIONAL LETTERING
3) DIMENSIONAL LETTERING

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 55MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020
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SLOPE

E  REHABILITATED
SHAPED WOOD

PT
TR

SEE A  B/BE3.
WATERPROOFING

Sign Face

Mounting Pins

LEDs

Returns

Wire Lead

13

2 1/2

TYPE  1

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 56MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020 STOREFRONT SIGNAGE, HALO-LIT LETTERING

Precedents:

HALO-LIT LETTERING

STOREFRONT SIGNAGE DIMENSIONAL LETTERING
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Sign Face

Mounting Pins

LEDs

Returns

Wire Lead

13

1 3/4

2 1/2

3/4

TYPE  2

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 57MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020 STOREFRONT SIGNAGE, PARTIAL-SIDE LIT DIMENSIONAL LETTERING 

Precedents:

PARTIAL-SIDE LIT DIMENSIONAL LETTERING

STOREFRONT SIGNAGE
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TENNAT ID (OPTIONAL LOCATION)

TYPE  DIMENSIONAL LETTERING

STOREFRONT SIGNAGE

DESIGN DEVELOPMENTPROJECT # 27944.01 58MODERA ACHESON COMMONS, BERKELEY, CA 02.06.2020

0.5"

3.00"

16
.00

"   
6   16 . 

16   . 

STOREFRONT SIGNAGE, DIMENSIONAL LETTERING 

3
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1/
2

G
AP

 M
IN

6
0

2
3

3 0
CLR MIN

8
3 

1/
4

LC

1
1 1/2   1 0

EXIT GATE - ELE ATION

LINE OF EXTERIOR BUILDING
FINISH

TUBE STL POST, HDG  PTD, WELD
TO L STL

CONTINUOUST L STL, HDG  PTD,
MECHAINCALLY FASTEN TO STL OR
CONCRETE COLUMN

HINGE, SEE DESIGN BUILD NOTE
10.

2X2 TUBE STL GATE FRAME, HDG 
PTD

2X4 TUBE STL, HDG  PTD, WELD
TO FRAME
PANIC HARDWARE BEYOND, SEE
DESIGN BUILD NOTE 10

LOCKING LEVERSET, SEE DESIGN
BUILD NOTE 10

SS CANE BOLT

CONCRETE SIDEWALK

MCNICHOLS PANEL CLASSIC
PATTERN, PTD, MECHANICALLY
FASTEN TO STL FRAME

3
0

GRADE 2 M
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2

4
A8.23

6

1 1/2   1 0
EXIT GATE - SECTION

2X2 TUBE STL GATE FRAME, HDG 
PTD

2X4 TUBE STL, HDG  PTD, WELD
TO FRAME
PANIC HARDWARE BEYOND, SEE
DESIGN BUILD NOTE 10

LOCKING LEVERSET, SEE DESIGN
BUILD NOTE 10

CONCRETE SIDEWALK

MCNICHOLS PANEL CLASSIC
PATTERN, PTD, MECHANICALLY
FASTEN TO STL FRAME

2X2 TUBE STL GATE FRAME, HDG 
PTD

2X2 TUBE STL GATE FRAME, HDG 
PTD

2X2 TUBE STL GATE FRAME, HDG 
PTD

MCNICHOLS PANEL CLASSIC
PATTERN, PTD, MECHANICALLY
FASTEN TO STL FRAME

MCNICHOLS PANEL CLASSIC
PATTERN, PTD, MECHANICALLY
FASTEN TO STL FRAME

SS CANE BOLT

INTEXT

6

6

6

6

MODERA RESIDENTIAL
MODERA LEASING OFFICE

LOCATED AT 1922 WALNUT ST.  
TEL:  510-456-78903.0

0"

24.00"

3.0
0"

12.00"

INTEXT
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1
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"
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STREET NUMBERING, TWO FABRICATION METHODS

1/
"

16 "

"

5
"

5
" "

5
"

NOTE
SIGN TO BE MECHANICALLY
ANCHORED TO GATE FACADE  
FABRICATOR TO SURVEY PROPOSED 
LOCATIONS AND RECOMMEND BEST 
MOUNTING METHOD

S  N  P   S  E
SCALE 3   

3 S  N  P   F  E

P    

SCALE 3   
4  F  E

SCALE 3   
2

  F  E
SCALE 1   1

1

1/4
1/2

VINYL CUT OUT NUMBER
MATERIAL 3M

ANTUQUE METALLIC
FONT

VINYL CUT OUT NUMBER OUTLINE
MATERIAL 3M

STREET NUMBERING
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APLICATION ON GLASS APLICATION ON WALL OR ENTRANCE GATETYPE  1 TYPE  2
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Downtown Berkeley
Design Guidelines

D O W N T O W N  B E R K E L E Y  D E S I G N  G U I D E L I N E S 49

S I G N S  &  G R A P H I C S
•  A L L  S I G N S

•  W A L L  S I G N S
Single-faced signs af  xed directly to a building

•  P R O J E C T I N G  S I G N S
Signs which project from and are supported by a building, 
usually at a perpendicular angle

•  W I N D O W  S I G N S
Signs on or behind windows

•  A W N I N G ,  C A N O P Y ,  O R  M A R Q U E E 
S I G N S

•  M U R A L S

•  S I G N  B A N N E R S

•  S I G N S  O N  T A L L E R  B U I L D I N G S

D O W N T O W N  B E R K E L E Y  D E S I G N  G U I D E L I N E S 51

S I G N S  &  G R A P H I C S

Signs are an extremely visible part of the streetscape, and should re  ect the quality of goods and 
services begin offered Downtown. They should communicate an image of excellence, distinctive 
craftsmanship, and creativity, and should reinforce the unique and historic character to Downtown.

A L L  S I G N S

1 Sign design and permit approval must be obtained 
prior to fabrication and installation of the sign.

2 Signs should re  ect the character of the building 
and its use. When the building has little or no ar-
chitectural character, it is imperative that the sign 
design adds interest and beauty to the façade. 

3 Respect the immediate context of the building’s lo-
cation, and the historic character of Downtown.

4 The architecture of the building often identifies 
specific locations for signs, and these locations 
should be used. 

5 Signs should be an integral part of the design of 
storefront alterations and new construction. Signs 
should not obscure architectural elements such as 
transoms or columns, nor appear cluttered.

6 The size of signs and sign letters should be in scale 
and proportional to the space in which they are lo-
cated, with letters typically between 6 and 16 inch-
es high.

7 Sign letter and materials should be professionally 
designed and fabricated.

8 Primary signs should contain only the name of 
the business and/or its logo. Secondary text which 
identi  es products should be located in a secondary 
location.

9 Locate signs for ground  oor tenants at storefront 
level. Signs on the upper façade should be building 
identi  cation signs only. 

10 Construct signs using high-quality materials such 
as metal, stone, wood, gold leaf, and exposed 

Figure 31:  Wall signs should be an integral part of storefront de-
signs, and should  t within or just above the enframed storefront. 
In both the above examples, the size and placement of the signs not 
only respect the composition of the building, but are also at a suitable 
scale for a pedestrian-oriented district.
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53D O W N T O W N  B E R K E L E Y  D E S I G N  G U I D E L I N E S

S I G N S  &  G R A P H I C S  ( C O N T I N U E D )

W A L L  S I G N S

1 Locate wall signs on the upper portion of the store-
front, within or just above the enframed storefront 
opening. The length of the sign should not exceed 
the width of the enframed storefront. 

2 Design signs which are compatible with the store-
front in scale, proportions, and color. 

3 Cabinet signs are strongly discouraged.

4 Maximum heights should generally not exceed 2 
feet, with characters between 6 and 16 inches high. 
Signs should project no more than 9 inches from 
the building’s face.

P R O J E C T I N G  S I G N S

1 Design and locate signs which are compatible in 
scale, proportion and design with the façade. Rect-
angular signs should typically be vertically oriented 
and of minimal size (under 12 square feet per face)

2 Symbol or icon signs are preferable to worded pro-
jecting signs because they add visual interest to the 
street.

3 Do not locate projecting signs on the upper façade 
unless clear historical evidence of their use exists. 

Figure 33:  Symbol or icon signs provide added visual interest.

Locate projecting signs over pedestrian rights-of 
way, not public streets.

4 Mount projecting business signs perpendicular to 
the façade of the building, and at least 8 feet above 
the sidewalk. The outside edge must be at least 1.5 
feet from the curb line, and no more than 5 feet 
from the face of the building. 

5 Mounting hardware should be an attractive and in-
tegral part of the sign design.

W I N D O W  S I G N S

1 Storefront window signs encourage pedestrian in-
terest. Window signs should not exceed 15% of the 
window area so that visibility into and out of the 
window is not obstructed. 

2 Use high-quality materials and techniques such as 
paint, gold-leaf, neon, and sandblasted or etched 
glass. 

3 Apply window signs directly to the interior face of 
the glazing, or hang signs inside the window. Can-
cel all mounting of hardware and equipment. 

4 Use high-quality graphics for temporary wall signs 
and advertisements. These must be removed after 
30 days.

Figure 34:  Window sign allowing clear visibility into store.

D O W N T O W N  B E R K E L E Y  D E S I G N  G U I D E L I N E S52

neon. Signs should be a matte  nish so as to not 
cause glare. Internally lit plastic letters or signs are 
strongly discouraged. 

11 Firmly anchor the sign to the building in a way that 
does not damage the surface, and allows for easy 
removal to accommodate the changing tenants. 

12 Coordinate the design and alignment of signs on 
multiple use buildings in order to achieve a uni  ed 
appearance rather than visual confusion. 

13 Retain historic signs and inscriptions, and do not 
remove or replant historic ghost signs. If it is neces-
sary to remove or relocate historic signs, store them 
on the premises for future reuse. 

14 On Landmark buildings, signs should be designed 
and located to be consistent with the character of 
the building and the era in which the building was 
constructed.

15 Modify historic signs for new use only to the extent 
that the changes are compatible with the original 
sign. Modi  cations should have the ability to be re-

moved without affecting original elements, in an-
ticipation of future restoration. 

16 Modify corporate logo signs to conform to these 
guidelines, if necessary.

17 Cabinet signs are strongly discouraged; if used on 
existing, permitted signs, illuminate only the indi-
vidual lettering or symbols, not the entire sign face.

18 Sign lighting, if any, should utilize spot-lighting, 
halo lighting, or exposed neon. Spot lighting should 
be inconspicuous or an integral design feature of 
the sign, and should not cause glare for pedestrians 
or motorists. Do not use sign lighting which blinks 
or  ashes. 

19 In addition to these guidelines, all signs must con-
form to the City of Berkeley Sign Ordinance. De-
sign approval and sign permit must be obtained 
prior to sign fabrication. 

20 Temporary signs should use high-quality graphics 
and must be removed within 30 days.

Figure 32:  Exposed neon is encouraged as a means of sign illumination.

S I G N S  &  G R A P H I C S  ( C O N T I N U E D )
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D O W N T O W N  B E R K E L E Y  D E S I G N  G U I D E L I N E S54

S I G N S  &  G R A P H I C S  ( C O N T I N U E D )

A W N I N G ,  C A N O P Y  O R  M A R Q U E E  S I G N S

1 Locate signs only on the vertical surfaces of aw-
nings and canopies. The height of the characters 
should be less that 65% of the height of these verti-
cal surfaces. On some canopies, it may be appropri-
ate to locate letters above the top edge. 

2 Product signs are not allowed on the front of the 
valance or canopy. Secondary text should be re-
served for awning returns and canopy ends. 

3 Install new marquee signs only on buildings occupied 
by theatres (  lm and live), concert and recital halls.

M U R A L S

1 Locate murals only on blank walls, security doors, 
or temporary areas such as construction fencing.

2 Murals which contain advertising are prohibited.

3 Mural subjects should not be threatening or intimi-
dating to people.

S I G N  B A N N E R S

1 Cloth banners can help to add interest and color to 
blank facades and special buildings. They should 
typically be vertically oriented and compatible with 
the overall character and color of the building. 

2 Banners should look like architectural elements of 
the building, not  ags, and should be attached at 
the top and bottom. 

3 Banners which include text are also signs, and 
guidelines for All Signs and Projecting Signs also 
apply. 

4 Banners should be at least 8 feet above the sidewalk, 
at least 1.5 feet from the curb line, and should proj-
ect no more than 3 feet from the building façade. 

5 Use canvas rather than vinyl, plastic, metal or other 
materials. 

6 Temporary signs should use high-quality graphics 
and must be removed within 30 days.

S I G N S  O N  T A L L E R  B U I L D I N G S

Architecture, not advertising, should de  ne the upper 
elevations of buildings, especially those visible from be-
yond the Downtown. Commercial signage, advertising 
signage (including emblems or logos) or building name 
signage should be avoided on adjacent to the roofs of 
buildings in Downtown.

NOTE:  DRC considered whether signage should be 
limited to below a certain height to avoid the “commer-
cialization of Berkeley’s skyline.”  No recommendation 
was made.

Figure 35:  Awning signs should be limited to vertical surfaces.
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City Ordinance
Building Sign

Storefront Sign

Awning 

Blade Sign

Window Sign

REGULATIONS GENERALLY   (Chapter 20.16)

20.16.010 Prohibited signs--Exceptions. 

A. No sign, poster, placard, card, sticker, banner, or other device calculated to attract attention of the public shall be posted,  

printed, stamped, stuck or otherwise affixed to or placed upon any public sidewalk, crosswalk, median strip, curb, lamppost,  

hydrant, tree, utility pole, any fixture of the traffic control, fire alarm or police alarm system of the City, except:

1. Legal notices that are authorized by law to be so located and messages placed on bus shelters

sponsored or contracted by AC Transit pursuant to a contract with AC Transit and with its consent;

2. Portable signs as permitted by Section 20.16.180; and

3. Temporary signs concerning noncommercial events in the form of posters, placards, cards, stickers, or flyers that do not cause 

a hazard to pedestrian or vehicle traffic, and that are affixed to City-owned utility pole and lampposts in a manner consistent with 

standards promulgated by the Department of Public Works.

B. No sign shall be located at or near any street intersection or any street and driveway intersection so as to create a traffic hazard  

by obstructing vision. No sign shall be located, constructed or lighted so as to interfere with, obstruct the view of or be confused  

with any authorized traffic sign, signal or device.

C. The following types of signs are prohibited:

1. Off-premises signs west of the western line of Third Street that are designed to have the message thereon viewed primarily  

from the Eastshore Freeway, unless permitted by a relocation agreement pursuant to

Section 20.04.040;

2. Off-premises signs that are designed or intended to be visible primarily from any residential district or any

public park, square, or plaza;

3. Pole signs;

4. Ground signs more than twenty (20) feet in height;

5. Wind signs;

6. Signs attached to or painted on an inoperable and unlicensed vehicle, motorized or non-motorized, that

is located in view of the right-of-way; and

7. Signs of any type above the third floor space, or forty (40) feet above the existing grade adjacent to thebuilding, whichever is less, in 

any commercial district. (Ord. 7577-NS § 2, 2017: Ord. 7447-NS § 1, 2015: Ord.7120-NS § 8 (part), 2009)

20.16.020 Clearance requirements. 

Signs shall be so located as to maintain the clearances from overhead power, service, and communication

lines as required by the Public Utilities Commission of the state and in no event shall be located with less than

six feet horizontal and twelve (12) feet vertical clearance from electric conductors, bare or insulated, installed

above the ground which are energized in excess of seven hundred fifty (750) volts, except such conductors as

are enclosed in iron pipe or other metal covering of equal strength. (Ord. 7120-NS § 8 (part), 2009)

20.16.030 Measuring sign area and sign height. 

A. The sign area of a sign with no clearly defined border is the area within the perimeter of a rectangle,

triangle or circle which would enclose such sign or which would enclose letters, shapes or words of whatever shape.

B. The sign area of a multi-sided sign is the sum of the sign area of each side.

C. The sign area of a sphere is forty (40) percent of the surface area of the sphere.

D. The height of a sign is the vertical distance from the uppermost point used in measuring sign area to the

existing grade immediately below the sign. Sign height shall be measured from the bottom of the base of the sign

or the top of the nearest curb of the street on which the sign fronts, whichever measurement is the greatest. (Ord.

7120-NS § 8 (part), 2009)

20.16.040 Obstructing certain areas or facilities prohibited.

No sign or sign structure shall be erected in such manner that any portion thereof will interfere with the free

use of any fire escape, exit or standpipe, or will obstruct, block or cover any window, except window signs as

defined in Section 20.08.260, and as permitted in Section 20.16.160. (Ord. 7120-NS § 8 (part), 2009)

20.16.040 20.16.050 Awnings--On-premises signs.

A. On-premises signs may be attached to or painted upon the vertical edges of awnings; provided, that such

signs do not extend beyond the exterior limits of such edges.

B. On-premises signs may be attached to or painted upon the front sloping or nonvertical portion of awnings

if the vertical portion of the awning is less than nine inches in height; provided, that the sign area does not exceed

twenty (20) percent of the area of such sloping or nonvertical portion, or three hundred twenty-five (325) square

feet, whichever is less. In such cases, no signage may be installed on the vertical portion of the awning. (Ord.

7120-NS § 8 (part), 2009)
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20.16.070 Business complex signs.

A. A business located within an enclosed business complex, such as a shopping mall; arcade; multistory

dental, medical, business or office building; or similar structure, and which does not have frontage visible from a

public street or way, may display signs upon the exterior of said structure where it abuts upon a public street, but

in no case shall the number and total area of such signs exceed that permitted for the business complex as a

single premises as specified by Chapter 20.24 of this code. For a business complex structure in which the

allowable sign area is shared by four or more businesses, an exception to the number of signs and the total areas

is permitted subject to the following standards:

1. One additional wall sign, projecting sign or ground sign shall be permitted for each street frontage of the

business complex structure.

2. The maximum area of such sign(s) shall not exceed that already specified by this code for its type and

location.

3. No sign of any type shall be suspended from or attached to the face of a multistory building above the

third floor space, or forty (40) feet above the existing grade adjacent to the building, whichever is less.

B. A business located within a business complex, such as a shopping mall, arcade or similar structure,

which has frontage visible from a public street may display signs upon the exterior of the single business premises

that abuts upon a public street(s), but in no case shall the number and total area of such signs exceed that

specified by Chapter 20.24 of this code with the following exceptions:

1. Each premises may have an individual ground sign as specified in Chapter 20.24 of this code, provided

said ground sign is located directly in front of said premises; or

2. Each premises may share a common ground sign; provided, that the total aggregate area of such

common ground sign does not exceed that permitted for the business complex as a single premises. (Ord. 7120-

NS § 8 (part), 2009)

20.16.080 Ground signs.

A. No portion of a ground sign shall be higher than twenty (20) feet above existing grade.

B. A ground sign may project up to five feet over the public right-of-way; provided, that no portion of the sign is lower than  

twelve (12) feet above the surface of the street or sidewalk or closer than one foot to the curbline.

However, a ground sign may not project over the public right-of-way if it is located on premises on which there is another projecting  

sign or a marquee sign that projects over the public right-of-way. (Ord. 7120-NS § 8 (part), 2009)

20.16.110 Marquee signs.

A. Marquee signs may be located on any edge or on the top of the marquee edge and parallel therewith;

provided, that signs located on the top of the marquee edge shall not exceed five feet in height.

B. No portion of a marquee sign shall be higher than the eave line or parapet wall of a building. No portion

of a marquee sign shall be above the third floor space, or forty (40) feet above the existing grade adjacent to the

building, whichever is less, in any commercial district.

C. The total sign area of marquee signs shall not exceed twenty (20) percent of the building face or three

hundred twenty-five (325) square feet, whichever is less. As used in this section, “building face” means the

product in square feet of the frontage of the building premises and the exterior height of the building premises.

D. Notwithstanding the requirements of Section 20.16.130, a marquee sign that conforms to the

requirements of this section may extend more than five feet from the building wall into the public right-of-way but

no closer than one foot from the curb line. (Ord. 7577-NS § 3, 2017: Ord. 7120-NS § 8 (part), 2009)

20.16.130 Projecting signs.

A. A sign may project horizontally from the exterior wall of a building; provided, that such projection does

not violate other sections of this chapter or interfere with the allowable signs permitted on the premises being

encroached upon. As used in this section, projecting signs shall not be construed to be off-premises signs.

B. Maximum Projection. No portion of a projecting sign shall extend more than five feet from the building

wall into the public right-of-way or closer than one foot from the curb line, whichever is less. In no case shall any

portion of a projecting sign extend closer than three feet to a utility pole.

C. Height. The height of a projecting sign shall not exceed twenty-five (25) percent of the height of the

building wall to which it is attached. No portion of a projecting sign shall extend more than one-third of the sign

height or eight feet, whichever is less, above the highest point of a parapet wall or more than four feet above an

eave line. The lowest point of the sign must be at least eight feet above the surface of any sidewalk or street. No

portion of a projecting sign shall extend above the third floor space, or forty (40) feet above the existing grade

adjacent to the building, whichever is less.

D. Thickness. The thickness of a projecting sign shall not exceed two feet.

E. A projecting sign shall not interfere with views of traffic control devices or signs or be designed or located

so as to cause harm to street trees. (Ord. 7577-NS § 4, 2017: Ord. 7120-NS § 8 (part), 2009)

Section 20.16.150 Wall signs.

Wall signs shall comply with the following standards:

A. Height. No portion of a wall sign shall be higher than the roof of a building or lower than three feet above

existing ground level. No portion of a wall sign shall be permitted above the third floor space, or forty (40) feet

above the existing grade adjacent to the building, whichever is less.

City Ordinance - con't
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B. Maximum Projection.

1. When the lower edge of a wall sign is between three feet and ten (10) feet above existing grade, no

portion of the sign shall project more than four inches from the wall of the building.

2. When the lower edge of a wall sign is more than ten (10) feet above existing grade, no portion of the sign

shall project more than twelve (12) inches from the wall of the building. (Ord. 7577-NS § 6, 2017: Ord. 7120-NS

§ 8 (part), 2009)

20.16.160 Window signs.

The sign area of window signs, permanent and temporary, shall not exceed fifteen (15) percent of the window

area of the building premises or three hundred (300) square feet, whichever is less. Subject to the window area

limitation herein specified, temporary window signs may be in addition to the signs otherwise permitted on the

premises. For the purpose of determining allowable sign area on any premises, permanent window signs shall

be treated as wall signs. (Ord. 7120-NS § 8 (part), 2009)

20.16.170 Shingle sign.

Under the following conditions, a premises with a marquee, covered walkway or canopy may suspend

beneath the marquee, covered walkway or canopy one shingle sign in addition to other permitted signs:

A. The sign area shall be debited against the allowable wall sign area for the premises and shall not exceed

three hundred (300) square inches for a single face area;

B. The clearance of the sign above grade shall be not less than eight feet;

C. The sign must be on premises; and

D. The sign shall not be illuminated. (Ord. 7120-NS § 8 (part), 2009)

20.16.180 Portable signs permitted on public property--Conditions.

Portable signs shall be permitted on sidewalks and median strips during the first two Saturdays and Sundays

of May and during every Saturday and Sunday between Thanksgiving Day and Christmas Day if all of the

following conditions are met:

A. The portable sign is located in the area bounded by Sacramento Street, Gilman Street, the Eastshore

Freeway, and Ashby Avenue. The City Council finds and declares that portable signs on sidewalks and median

strips in this area are less likely to interfere with pedestrian traffic than in other parts of the City in which there is

generally more foot traffic.

COMMERCIAL DISTRICT REGULATIONS (Chapter 20.24)

Section 20.24.010 Scope of regulations. 

Except as provided in this chapter, Chapter 20.16 and Chapter 20.36, no sign shall be permitted on private

property in any commercial district. (Ord. 7120-NS § 10 (part), 2009: Ord. 6424-NS § 1 (part), 1998)

Section 20.24.020 C-1, C-2 and C-3 district signs. 

The following signs shall be permitted on premises in C-1, C-2 and C-3 districts:

A. On-premises signs as set forth in Section 20.24.030;

B. Up to two temporary signs as follows:

1. One ground or wall sign not exceeding twenty-four (24) square feet in sign area, no portion of which is

higher than ten (10) feet above existing grade; and

2. One ground or wall sign not exceeding thirty-two (32) square feet in area, no portion of which is higher

than twenty (20) feet above existing grade. (Ord. 7120-NS § 10 (part), 2009: Ord. 6424-NS § 1 (part), 1998)

20.24.030 Number of on-premises signs permitted on premises 

In addition to temporary signs, the number of on-premises signs on premises in commercial districts is limited

to:

A. On premises with one street frontage, any combination of two of the following: one wall sign, one

projecting sign, one ground sign, one roof sign, one marquee sign, one moving sign.

B. On premises with more than one street frontage, for each additional street frontage any combination of

two of the following: one wall sign, one projecting sign, one marquee sign, one moving sign.

C. An unlimited number of on-premises signs with a sign area of eight square feet or less within the business

premises, to direct customers of the business within the business premises. (Ord. 7120-NS § 10 (part), 2009:

Ord. 6424-NS § 1 (part), 1998)

20.24.040 On-premises signs--Allowable sign area limitations.

Except as otherwise provided in Section 20.24.050 and Chapter 20.36, the allowable sign area of onpremises

signs in commercial districts shall be subject to the provisions of Chapter 20.16 and the following

limitations:

A. The sign area of ground signs shall be limited to one square foot for each linear foot of street frontage of

the premises or two hundred (200) square feet, whichever is less;

B. The sign area of projecting signs shall not exceed ten (10) percent of the building face of the premises

City Ordinance - con't
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or one hundred fifty (150) square feet, whichever is less;

C. The sign area of wall signs shall not exceed fifteen (15) percent of the building face of the premises or

one hundred fifty (150) square feet, whichever is less;

D. The sign area of roof signs shall not exceed ten (10) percent of the building face of the premises or one

hundred (100) square feet, whichever is less;

E. The area of on-premises signs permitted under Section 20.24.030.C shall not be counted against the

allowable sign area of on-premises signs;

F. As used in this section, “building face” means the product in square feet of the frontage of the building

premises and the exterior height of the building premises. (Ord. 7120-NS § 10 (part), 2009: Ord. 6474-NS § 21,

1999: Ord. 6424-NS § 1 (part), 1998)

Section 20.24.050 Signs on premises across street from R district.

On premises situated directly across a street from an R district, the following limitations and prohibitions shall

apply:

A. The total sign area for any such premises shall not exceed sixty (60) square feet;

B. No sign shall be directly illuminated, flashing, or located in a required yard area, and no moving sign shall

be illuminated. (Ord. 7120-NS § 10 (part), 2009: Ord. 6424-NS § 1 (part), 1998)

City Ordinance - con't
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