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Energy Commission

ACTION CALENDAR
November 7, 2023

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council
From: Energy Commission
Submitted by: Bentham Paulos, Chairperson, Energy Commission

Subject: Recommendation on Climate, Building Electrification, and Sustainable
Transportation Budget Priorities for Fiscal Year 2023 and 2024

RECOMMENDATION

The Energy Commission recommends that the Berkeley City Council prioritize and
include in the City’s budget for the Fiscal Years Ending (FYE) 2023 and 2024 several
staff positions, pilot projects, investments in electric vehicles and charging
infrastructure, and other measures to ensure that the City’s budget is aligned with and
provides adequate and needed funding to implement the City’s adopted Climate Action
Plan, Electric Mobility Roadmap, Building Emissions Saving Ordinance, 2019 ban on
gas in new construction, and the Existing Buildings Electrification Strategy.

POLICY COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION

On September 14, 2023, the Budget and Finance Committee adopted the following
action: M/S/C (Arreguin/Harrison) to send the item to the City Council with a qualified
positive recommendation, and that the Council consider the following:

1. Planning Department’s request to continue funding the position of Green Building
Program Manager.

2. Specific recommendations in the item around integrating low carbon mobility into
the Street Maintenance budget.

3. For the one-time funded pilot programs and positions, assess their effectiveness
and consider on-going funding.

4. Direction to staff to look at grant opportunities, in particular the Federal Inflation
Reduction Act, to create charging infrastructure particularly at the Zero Waste
Facility as the transfer station is being rebuilt.

Vote: All Ayes.

SUMMARY

In this memo, the Energy Commission (which disbanded March 31, 2022, and was
merged with the Community Environmental Advisory Commission in April 2022)
provides details on specific budget and funding priorities for: staffing an Electric Mobility
Coordinator and the Green Buildings Program Manager; fully funding the Building
Electrification and Just Transition pilot project (especially to avoid risking loss of state
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funding); accelerate funding for the City’s delayed fleet replacement with electric
vehicles, residential electric vehicle charging infrastructure, and electric bike parking
infrastructure; expanding public engagement and outreach; leveraging street
maintenance budgets to incorporate and promote low-carbon mobility; and adopting
policies and creating incentive programs to advance transportation and building
electrification such as using the Transportation Network Company (TNC) User Tax
General Fund revenue to fund bike and pedestrian projects and using a portion of the
Transfer Tax to create an incentive program for residential building electrification.

FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION

The specific fiscal impacts are detailed in the budget recommendations below. At least
one of our priority budget recommendations — to fully fund the Building Electrification
and Just Transition pilot — is urgent and time-sensitive and cannot wait until the June
budget process. Any delay risks Berkeley losing access to substantial state funding that
could support this pilot.

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS

Berkeley has been a world leader on climate change and building electrification, as well
as on zero waste. The City has already adopted an ambitious climate action plan and
greenhouse gas (GHG) emission reduction goals.! Between our Building Emissions
Savings Ordinance?, 2019 ban on gas in new construction, the 100% renewable option
with East Bay Community Energy, and the Existing Buildings Electrification Strategy?
(BEBES), approved by the Council last year*, we continue to lead the world with our
thoughtfulness and action.

1 1n 2006, voters overwhelmingly passed ballot Measure G and established Berkeley’s goal to Reduce
our entire community’s greenhouse gas emissions by 80% below 2000 levels by 2050. Since then, the
City has adopted a Climate Action Plan (2009).

On June 12, 2018, the Council passed item 30 which adopted a resolution establishing the goal of
becoming a Fossil Fuel-Free City. Of the recommendations in the resolution, one was that “All future City
government procurements of vehicles should minimize emissions and set a goal of transitioning the city’s
vehicle fleet to all electric vehicles.”

Also, on June 12, 2018, the Council passed item 49 “Declaration of a Climate Emergency” which refers
“to the Energy Commission to study and report back to Council on a path for Berkeley to become a
“Carbon Sink” as quickly as possible, and to propose a deadline for Berkeley to achieve this goal” ideally
by 2030.

2 https://www.cityofberkeley.info/BESO/
3 https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Planning_and Development/Level 3 -
Energy and Sustainable Development/Berkeley%20Existing%20BIdg%20Elect%20Strategy Final 102021.pdf

4 https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/City Council/2021/12 Dec/Documents/2021-12-
14 ltem 06 Minutes for Approval.aspx
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However, the task in front of us is daunting. With 60% of the City’s emissions coming
from the transportation sector and 36% from the building sector,®> we must redouble our
efforts to reduce climate emissions from transportation and buildings through
electrification of buildings and transportation, sustainable low- and zero-carbon
transportation modes, and other efforts. With the upcoming budget processes, we have
ample opportunity to take necessary next steps to reach our zero emissions goals.

The Energy Commission has identified the following priority items related to climate,
buildings, and transportation in the City’s Fiscal Year (FY) 2023 budget to ensure that
the budget aligns with the City’s adopted climate action plan and greenhouse gas
(GHG) emission reduction goals.

At least one of our priority budget recommendations — to fully fund the Building
Electrification and Just Transition pilot — is urgent and time-sensitive and cannot wait
until the June budget process. Any delay risks Berkeley losing access to substantial
state funding that could support this pilot.

At its meeting of February 23, 2022, the Energy Commission voted to send this
recommendation to the City Council by a vote of 6-0-0-1 [Moved Tahara, Second
Paulos. Ayes: Paulos, Wolf, Tahara, Moore, Guliasi, Zuckerman. Noes: None. Abstain:
None. Absent: de Tournay Birkhahn].

Budget Priorities Recommended by the Energy Commission

I. Budget Priorities to Increase Staff Capacity to Implement the City’s Established
Climate, Transportation, and Clean Energy Policies and Priorities

1. Fund and Hire Staff to Implement the Electric Mobility Roadmap. The City had
previously approved the hiring of an Electric Mobility Coordinator within the Public
Works Department® to assist with implementation of the Berkeley Electric Mobility
Roadmap adopted in July 20207; but, at the time of writing, no position has been
posted, now a year and a half after approval of the Roadmap.

5 https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/City_Council/2022/02 Feb/Documents/2022-02-

08 Presentations_ltem_ 17 Pres Planning_pdf.aspx

6 Budget Referral from Councilwoman Harrison, March 30, 2021. The Energy Commission’s
understanding is that this position was included in the FY21-22 Budget to commence half-way through
the fiscal year or as an “unfunded council referral,” which was supposed to be funded via savings from
other cuts or delayed expenses.

https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/City Council/2021/03_Mar/Documents/2021-03-

30 Item 25 Budget Referral Allocate Funding.aspx

7 0On July 21, 2020, the Council passed item 1, adopting the Berkeley Electric Mobility Roadmap.
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The Council has been a leader in adopting resolutions acknowledging the need for a
prompt transition away from fossil fuels and strategies for how to do so0.2 But, without
additional staff capacity, and exacerbated by recent staff departures and necessary
pandemic re-assignments, the City has not been able to make adequate progress on
implementing initiatives to reduce global warming pollution from the transportation
sector, which is the largest emitter of global warming pollution in Berkeley.® Existing
staff’'s capacity is simply inadequate to lead implementation of the groundbreaking,
transformative Roadmap in addition to their current responsibilities, and relying only
on existing staff to implement will continue to cause unacceptable delays. To
implement the Electric Mobility Roadmap, it is critical that the City fund and
hire additional staff beginning in the FY 2023 budget.°

2. Increase Staff Necessary to Implement the Berkeley Existing Buildings
Electrification Strategy, and Ensure Durable Funding for Critical Staff
Positions. In addition to the Electric Mobility Coordinator position, the Energy
Commission believes it should also be a priority for the City to enhance staff
capacity for implementing other climate and clean energy initiatives, such as, but not
limited, to the Berkeley Existing Building Electrification Strategy'' and Climate Equity
Action Fund.?

City staff has and continues to do impressive work with limited staff. However, the
scope of the task ahead of us is massive. As laid out by the BEBES, there are no
fewer than 57 policy actions (Table 3-5, BEBES) that the City should take in order to

8 Ibid.
9 59% of GHG emissions in Berkeley come from transportation, followed by 39% from buildings..

https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/City Council/2020/07 Jul/
Documents/2020-07-21 Special Item 05 Climate Action Plan pdf.aspx (July 21, 2020).

10 This single staff person will have an outsized impact, as they will be responsible for establishing and
coordinating the Electric Mobility Roadmap Implementation Working Group as called for in the Roadmap.
This Working Group was supposed to be convened within six months of the Roadmap’s approval, but in
the absence of staff capacity, it still has not been done. The Working Group’s mandate includes tracking
and evaluating Roadmap implementation progress. Without the Working Group, there is no accountability
for the City to deliver against its stated electric mobility plans.

1 On November 30, 2021, the Council passed item 13, adopting the Berkeley Existing Building
Electrification Strategy. Phase 1 (2021-2025) actions for the Berkeley Existing Building Electrification
Strategy will lay the groundwork to support wide-spread transition to electrified buildings in Berkeley.
Policies included in Phase 1 will involve continued community engagement, pilot projects, education
campaigns to demonstrate the benefits and feasibility of electrification, collaboration with labor and
workforce organizations to advance inclusive high road jobs, alignment of existing programs and
incentives, and the development of additional incentive programs as well as larger scale funding and
financing programs such as tariffed on-bill financing. The City of Berkeley will work with partners such as
East Bay Community Energy and Pacific Gas & Electric to develop larger scale Phase 2 projects. There
will also be a need to collaborate with regional and State partners to align State policies to support Phase
2 actions. (Berkeley Existing Building Electrification Strategy, p. 95.)

12 The City recently issued an RFP for the Climate Equity Action Fund. but existing staff do not have the
capacity to maximize program impact and collect lessons learned from this innovative fund.
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https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Finance/Level_3_-_General/22-11488-C%20-%20CEF_RFP_20211129%20(1).pdf
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decarbonize the building sector by 2045, let alone by 2030, which the science
demands of comparatively wealthy municipalities such as ours. Many of these
actions involve substantial education and regulatory initiatives, which can only be
achieved with the addition of dedicated, skilled staff.

Although we defer to staff with respect to the specifics of what additional positions
might be most useful, some critical actions include:

e Ensuring durable, long-term funding for the Green Buildings Program Manager.
Although hiring has only recently begun, this role was approved as part of the
2019 gas ban,’? and its extension will be critical in helping to develop future code
amendments and help to reduce permitting overhead, improve compliance, and
address the myriad other regulatory questions identified in the BEBES.

e Supporting and expanding staffing across the City for programs related to tenant
protections and anti-displacement, such as those listed in Appendix C of the
BEBES. As we electrify our existing building stock, we will need to evolve and
augment our existing policies to protect marginalized communities at risk of
displacement (CC-9, BEBES). We cannot afford for these policies to lag behind
the pace and scale of electrification measures in the city.

e Supporting and expanding OESD staff to facilitate updates to the 2009 Climate
Action Plan as appropriate and programs to facilitate Berkeley's ambitious new
greenhouse gas limit goals. For example, last year the Council passed a
Resolution establishing a 2030 emission reduction target that reflects Berkeley’s
fair share of the 50% global reduction in CO2e — 60.5% from 2018 levels by
2030." Council is also actively considering more stringent and binding targets
across its sector-based and consumption inventories. These new initiatives will
have significant implications for the City’s approach to building decarbonization.
While we fully support these ambitious targets, efforts to implement them have
been largely unfunded and understaffed. Achieving these targets will require a
significant expansion of the City's climate staff capacity.

Il. Budget Priorities to Advance Clean Transportation in Berkeley

1. Fund City Fleet Electrification and Charging. On June 29, 2021, the City adopted
item 25 approving the recommendations in the City Auditor’s report “Fleet
Replacement Fund Short Millions”'5, which directed staff to adjust the fleet

13 https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/City Council/2019/12 Dec/Documents/2019-12-

03 Supp 2 Reports Item 24 Supp Arreguin_pdf.aspx
Mhttps://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/City_Council/2021/11_Nov/Documents/2021-11-
30_ltem_14_Cities_Race_to_Zero_Campaign__2030_emission_reduction_target.aspx

15 Fleet Replacement Fund Short Millions, Berkeley City Auditor, June 29, 2021.
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/City Council/2021/06 _June/Documents/2021-06-
29 Supp 2 Reports ltem 25 Supp Auditor pdf.aspx.
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replacement funding model and budget, ensuring that the City’s transition to electric
vehicles (EVs) aligns with its adopted GHG emissions goals. On September 14,
2021, the Council adopted the recommendation from item 27 “Recommendations for
Fleet Electrification Policy and Financing”,'® made by the Energy Commission, which
referred to the City Manager to update the Municipal Fleet Electrification
Assessment and EV charging funding priorities to respond to the City Auditor’s
Report and align with the objectives stated in the Electric Mobility Roadmap and
prioritize municipal fleet modal shift to electric bicycles and other forms of zero-
emissions mobility where feasible.

The Fleet EV Plan identified 32 vehicles to replace with EVs in FY 2021, requiring an
estimated $1.16 million; but, as of June 2021, Public Works had only $747,000 to
replace 29 vehicles scheduled to be replaced with EVs in FY 2021. The Energy
Commission’s recommendation noted that delaying replacement of these vehicles in
2021 would result in greater GHG emissions:

“For example, per the Fleet EV Plan, if the City does not replace light-duty
internal combustion cars with EVs as scheduled in 2021, it will produce an
estimated additional 10.6 MT of GHG emissions in 2021; if not replaced as
planned in 2022 an additional 19.5 MT of GHGs would be emitted in 2022; and
so on.” (page 4).

It is the Energy Commission’s understanding that East Bay Community Energy
(EBCE) has offered to provide substantial investments in the City of Berkeley for EV
charging infrastructure, which would support progress on the City’s fleet
electrification and free up City funds that would otherwise have been spent on EV
charging infrastructure. The Energy Commission urges the Council to resolve the
budget gaps identified in the Auditor’s report and explore additional funding sources
so that the City can accelerate its purchases of EVs and the associated EV charging
infrastructure in FY 2023.

A global microchip shortage resulting in prolonged supply chain delays and long wait
times for the delivery of EVs is compounding the necessity for the City to take
immediate action on fleet replacement. These delays are being exacerbated by the
recent surge in demand for EVs. As more municipalities similarly pass electrification
plans, Berkeley will see increasing competition for the same vehicles. The City must
thus plan and order ahead if it wants to have a smooth fleet transition. The City
should also commence its purchase of e-bikes for the years ahead, as replacements
to existing City vehicles where appropriate. E-bikes are both highly cost effective
and may not face the same supply chain delays as electric cars and trucks. The

16 Recommendations for Fleet Electrification Policy and Financing, From Energy Commission, Sept 14, 2021.
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/City_Council/2021/09_Sep/City_Council__09-14-2021_-
_Regular_Meeting_Agenda.aspx - Iltem 27
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Energy Commission recommends that the Council prioritize these municipal fleet EV
replacements, along with the associated EV charging infrastructure, in the FY 2023
budget.

2. Expand Infrastructure for Residential EV Charging and E-Bike Parking. The
City should prioritize funds to address solutions for residential curbside EV charging.
The City’s Residential Curbside EV Charging Pilot Program'” sunset in 2020. The
development model the pilot used — private ownership of a charger on the side of a
public street — was not successful. While 62 residents applied for the program, only
four on-site and seven curbside chargers were installed - high permitting fees,
restrictive engineering requirements, lack of control of the parking space adjacent to
the charger, and poor access to electrical supply resulted in high costs.'® Given the
number of Berkeley residents who do not have access to a driveway or garage, the
Electric Mobility Roadmap identified as a high priority the need to deploy curbside
charging for electric cars, particularly in neighborhoods with high rates of multifamily
and rental housing. The next phase of curbside charging will incorporate lessons
learned from the Pilot, investigate alternative strategies, identify state and federal
funding sources, and explore partnerships with EBCE and EV charging companies.

The City should also investigate the potential to provide public secure parking for
other types of fossil fuel-free vehicles, namely e-bikes and cargo bikes, for
apartment dwellers. E-bikes and cargo bikes tend to be larger and heavier than
regular bicycles, making them difficult to carry up steps. A paid, public parking
system, such as the BikeLink lockers at BART stations, may be adapted to street
parking near apartment buildings.

The Council should allocate funds in the budget for an electric mobility staff person
who would oversee new projects — research other cities’ approaches, evaluate
Berkeley's codes, standards, and permitting processes, and conduct feasibility
studies — along with funds for the pilot projects themselves.

3. Incorporate Low-Carbon Mobility into Street Maintenance Budget. While
Council is considering a bond measure that would make capital investments in our
transportation system, the City should also revisit how the maintenance budget can
be used to promote low-carbon mobility.

The Council has approved multiple plans to promote safe, equitable, and low-carbon
mobility for all. These “complete streets” concepts are captured in the Bicycle Plan,

17 https://www.cityofberkeley.info/uploadedFiles/Planning_and Development/Level 3 -
Energy and Sustainable Development/Manual%20with%20attachments%2012-1-14.pdf
18 https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/City Council/2018/02 Feb/Documents/2018-02-
27 Item 16 Residential Curbside Electric.aspx
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Pedestrian Plan, Vision Zero Action Plan, and analysis of Safe Routes to School.®
But many of the measures in these plans have been implemented slowly, if at all.
The Council should direct the Public Works Department to follow these plans to the
letter, and integrate all low-cost and rapidly deployable concepts from the plans into
their ongoing maintenance. The timing of deploying higher cost measures may
necessarily depend on funding.?°

On January 18, 2022, the Council adopted item 19, referring a budget item to use
Transportation Network Company (TNC) User Tax General Fund revenue to build
and maintain protected bicycle lanes and crossings, pedestrian street crossings, and
quick-build public transit projects under the Street Repair Program. The Energy
Commission recommends that the Council follow through on its plan to use this
revenue to benefit transportation projects in Berkeley.

lll. Budget Priorities and Financial Incentives to Advance Building
Decarbonization in Berkeley

1. Fully Fund the Building Electrification and Just Transition Pilot Project. In the
December 2021 Annual Adjustment Ordinance (AAO) budget process, the Mayor
declared, and the Council approved, that the Building Electrification and Just
Transition pilot (“the pilot”)?" be a first priority to be funded in the May 2022 AAQ.22
Consistent with the City’s “targeted universalism” approach to building
electrification,?® the pilot intends to kick-start electrification among affordable housing
and low income (LMI) communities through incentives, and develop high-road jobs
through labor standards and contractor prequalification.

19 See Bicycle Plan, Pedestrian Plan, Vision Zero Action Plan, Safe Routes to School.

20 A related concept is that the Council should consider giving a more formal policy status to Bicycle

Boulevards. While the Boulevards serve as a useful wayfinding tool for cyclists, their designation does not

give the streets a meaningful status, and no prioritization when it comes to City planning or operations.

For example, places where Bicycle Boulevards cross busy streets, such as at California/Dwight or

Channing/San Pablo, face years of delay before safe crossing solutions can be implemented. Numerous

Bicycle Boulevards suffer from extremely poor pavement condition. Stop signs often favor cars instead of

the Boulevards, and lighting can often be sub-standard. All of these factors undermine achievement of

City plans, threaten public safety, and lock in carbon pollution. Direction from the Council to staff could

take the form of a formal designation of the Boulevards as a category of street, just as Public Works

delineates “arterials” and “collectors” when it comes to planning and operations.

21 https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/City_Council/2021/11_Nov/City_Council _11-30-2021 -
Reqular_Meeting_Agenda.aspx

22 nttps://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/City_Council/2021/12_Dec/Documents/2021-12-

14 Supp 2 Reports ltem 44 Supp Mayor pdf.aspx

23 According to the BEBES: “Targeted Universalism is the practice of setting a universal policy goal...while identifying

targeted strategies and actions specifically for marginalized communities to ensure that those communities can

benefit from the policy goal.”
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Funding for this item in the May AAO is critical, and cannot wait until the June
budget process. Any delay risks losing access to substantial state funding that
could multiply the reach and impact of the pilot. The California TECH initiative, an
$120 million initiative established by SB 1477, recently began offering incentives for
heat pump space and water heating that can defray nearly $10,000 of cost per
home,?* including the cost of an electric panel upgrade. These incentives are
accessible to contractors via the BayREN Home+ programs, which will simplify
administration of the pilot due to its use of pre-qualified contractors.

There is additional urgency as well. The Bay Area Air Quality Management District
(BAAQMD) is looking at phasing out the sale of NOx-emitting appliances by the end
of the decade,?® which will significantly affect the availability of non-electric space
and water heating. However, BAAQMD recognizes that such a rule can only be
effective if there is sufficient financial support for disadvantaged communities and a
robust installer network (things the BEBES also calls out) so that everyone can reap
the benefits of zero-pollution appliances without facing substantial costs. These
costs cannot be borne by cities alone, but Berkeley can lay the groundwork to
leverage state and federal money with its pilot and thus significantly
contribute to the regional effort to improve air quality and GHG emissions.

2. Use Transfer Tax Revenues to Provide Incentives for Electrification. With
soaring home prices, the transfer tax represents a durable source of funds that the
City should leverage to accelerate our building electrification goals. There are two
potential models to consider.

First, would be to model a rebate program after the Seismic Retrofit Refund
Program?é that would rebate a percentage of the transfer tax with a value up to the
cost of a typical electrification package for electrification measures completed within
one year of transfer. This would incentivize electrification at a time when there is
large access to capital, and could lay the groundwork for an ultimate requirement to
retrofit at time of sale. OESD staff have already provided Council with a draft
ordinance and indicate that each year on average 800 units would qualify through
this mechanism.?’

The Energy Commission recommends that Council move forward with this ordinance
but with a cap on the amount of eligible homeowner rebates per year. These rebates

24 For single-family homes (up to 4 units), including “enhanced” incentives for HPWH. See: https://energy-
solution.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/TECH-Single-and-Multifamily-Incentives.pdf

25 hitps://www.baagmd.gov/rules-and-compliance/rule-development/building-appliances
26 hitps://www.cityofberkeley.info/Finance/Home/Real Property Transfer Tax_Seismic_Refunds.aspx

27 https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Clerk/City_Council/2020/07_Jul/Documents/2020-07-
21_Special_ltem_03_Referral_Response_Ordinance_pdf.aspx
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https://www.baaqmd.gov/rules-and-compliance/rule-development/building-appliances
https://www.cityofberkeley.info/Finance/Home/Real_Property__Transfer_Tax_Seismic_Refunds.aspx
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are critical to the City’s long-term strategy of phasing in potential electrification
mandates as feasible.

At the same time, as a diverse and majority renter city, it is critical that electrification
subsidies are also available for units occupied by rent controlled or below market
rate tenants. As a second model option, a percentage of the transfer tax refund
program (for example, the difference between the reserved and actual rebate
amounts) might be simultaneously allocated to expand electrification work among
those LMI and minority communities most affected by inequality, pollution, climate
change, or at risk of displacement. This could come in the form of expanding the
Building Electrification and Just Transition pilot and Climate Equity Fund to reach
more households, or other incentive programs targeted at those same communities.

Adopt Policies to Promote Implementation of Low-cost, Partial Electrification
measures. In addition to enacting full retrofit programs, we recommend that the
Council consider low-cost, partial electrification measures to maximize the
immediate climate and health impacts of electrification measures. For example, a
requirement that any AC installation instead be a heat pump (TR-7, BEBES) could
be coupled with a subsidy for LMI communities to pay for the cost difference
between an AC and an equivalent heat pump model, which is estimated to be
between just $200 and $500 wholesale.?® An installer subsidy of $676 alone could
be enough to nearly double heat pump market share even absent a mandate?°.
Other low-cost measures might include the purchasing and distribution of portable
heat pumps to provide cooling to households on our increasing number of hot days
(newer inverter models offer substantial energy savings over traditional portable
ACs?0), portable induction units as both a gateway into electric cooking and a
mechanism to reduce indoor NOXx pollution that has been demonstrated to cause
asthma in small children,3! as well as weatherization work to make homes safer,
more comfortable, and to reduce energy use. Council might also consider rebates
for electrification at time of replacement, or provide access to equipment purchased
under bulk purchasing agreements as part of the Building Electrification and Just
Transition pilot program.

IV. Budget Priorities to Educate and Engage Berkeley Residents in Implementing
Transportation and Building Electrification

1.

Expand Sustainability Outreach Events. In conjunction with implementation of the
Electric Mobility Roadmap and Existing Building Electrification Strategy, it is

28 hitps://www.clasp.ngo/research/all/3h-hybrid-heat-homes-an-incentive-program-to-electrify-space-heating-and-
reduce-energy-bills-in-american-homes/

ibid
30 hitps://www.midea.com/us/air-conditioners/portable-air-conditioners/midea-duo-smart-inverter-portable-air-
conditioner-map12s1tbl

31 https://cfpub.epa.gov/ncealisa/recordisplay.cfm?deid=310879



https://www.clasp.ngo/research/all/3h-hybrid-heat-homes-an-incentive-program-to-electrify-space-heating-and-reduce-energy-bills-in-american-homes/
https://www.clasp.ngo/research/all/3h-hybrid-heat-homes-an-incentive-program-to-electrify-space-heating-and-reduce-energy-bills-in-american-homes/
https://www.midea.com/us/air-conditioners/portable-air-conditioners/midea-duo-smart-inverter-portable-air-conditioner-map12s1tbl
https://www.midea.com/us/air-conditioners/portable-air-conditioners/midea-duo-smart-inverter-portable-air-conditioner-map12s1tbl
https://cfpub.epa.gov/ncea/isa/recordisplay.cfm?deid=310879

Page 11 of 12

Energy Commission Recommendation FYE 23 and 24 Budget Priorities Action Calendar
November 7, 2023

appropriate for the City to continue and expand public engagement on alternative
transportation and green building solutions.

Increasing electric mobility awareness and education is a key strategy in the Electric
Mobility Roadmap for achieving the City’s zero net carbon goals. Berkeley has
already organized four highly successful annual Ride Electric events, which brought
the public together to learn about and, in certain cases, test drive EVs and e-bikes.
The City has also partnered successfully with other local groups to organize in-
person and virtual green building tours that feature clean energy, energy and water
conservation, gray water, electric appliances, and garden features.

As technologies and incentives evolve, more members of the public consider
adopting electric mobility and building electrification technologies, and as the City
increases its e-mobility expertise through additional staffing, these events can and
should continue to play an important role in getting Berkeley residents to transition
away from fossil fuels. The Roadmap states that the City will expand electric mobility
education and outreach activities, with a goal of increasing awareness of electric
mobility options and incentives.32 To deliver on this commitment, the City must
allocate funds for these events in its next budget.

With its recent adoption of the Existing Building Electrification Strategy, the Council
must expand funding for sustainability outreach events to also address needs
identified in the Strategy. For example, the Strategy identified a need for education
to address the steep learning curve and cultural sensitivity around cooking with
electric stoves, as cooking is a cultural asset and many feel strongly about cooking
with gas stoves.3? While the City has hosted building electrification events, including
loan programs for residents to try out electric induction cooktops, it will need to do
more to engage residents in adopting electric heat pumps, induction stoves, and
other technologies.

BACKGROUND

The City has existing mandated climate goals and emissions reductions commitments,
and already-adopted strategies, such as the Electric Mobility Roadmap and the Existing
Buildings Electrification Strategy. Furthermore, the City has already approved certain
staff positions and investments, such as an Electric Mobility Coordinator position and
commitments to replace the City’s vehicle fleet with electric vehicles on a schedule. The
City is falling behind in hiring and filling needed positions and in executing on needed
investments. The budget recommendations proposed by the Energy Commission in this
memo seek to ensure the City stays on track to meet its goals.

32 Berkeley Electric Mobility Roadmap, p. 43.
33 Berkeley Existing Building Electrification Strategy, p. 42.
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ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND CLIMATE IMPACTS

If the Council further delays investments or doesn’t include our recommended priorities
in the upcoming budget, it puts at risk the health and safety of Berkeley’s residents, the
City’s achievement of its adopted and mandated climate, clean energy, and
transportation goals, and its national and global leadership on addressing climate
change in innovative ways.

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION

The Energy Commission commends the Council for its many years of leadership to
reduce Berkeley’s global warming pollution and to advance clean energy solutions for
the transportation and building sectors. Our budget is a declaration of our values. We
have a tremendous opportunity to accelerate building decarbonization while improving
equity through targeted universalism, and we must seize the moment to secure a safer,
healthier, more resilient future.

However, if the Council further delays investments in staffing, fleet electrification and
electric vehicle charging infrastructure, building maintenance and retrofits, and public
education in the FYE 2023 and 2024 budget, it puts at risk the health and safety of
Berkeley’s residents, the City’s achievement of its adopted and mandated climate, clean
energy, and transportation goals, and its national and global leadership on addressing
climate change in innovative ways. The Energy Commission thus urges the City Council
to incorporate the above stated priorities into its FYE 2023 and 2024 budget.

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED
We did not consider excluding these items from the budget.

CITY MANAGER
The City Manager recommends that the content and recommendations of the
Commission’s Report be referred to the budget process.

CONTACT PERSON
Billi Romain, Energy Commission Secretary, 510-981-7432






