
Office of the City Manager

CONSENT CALENDAR
November 28, 2023

To: Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council

From: Dee Williams-Ridley, City Manager

Submitted by: Mark Numainville, City Clerk

Subject: Environment and Climate Commission – Appointment of New Youth Members

RECOMMENDATION
Adopt a Resolution appointing two youth members to the Environment and Climate 
Commission recommended by the Berkeley Unified School District Board of Directors.

FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION
None. 

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS
At the March 14, 2023 City Council meeting, the Council adopted  Ordinance No. 7,856 
N.S. amending Berkeley Municipal Code Chapter 3.82 to modify the membership and 
appointment procedures for the Environment and Climate Commission (ECC) to add 
two youth members.

Ordinance No – 7,856 N.S. states:

Two members of the Commission shall be appointed by the Berkeley City Council as a 
body with candidates recommended by the Berkeley Unified School District Board of 
Directors and subject to the following:

1. The following desirable criteria may guide, but not restrict, the Council in 
appointing candidates to the Commission:

(i) Appointees to be residents of the City;

(ii) Appointees to be between the ages of sixteen and twenty-five;

2. Appointees shall have demonstrated commitment or interest in the areas outlined 
in Section 3.82.040.
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Currently, the two youth commissioner positions are vacant on the ECC. The Berkeley 
Unified School District Board of Directors has recommended Mabel Athanasiou and 
Shanza Syed as eligible youth appointees for the ECC. They meet the eligibility criteria 
in the City Charter and may be appointed by a majority vote of the Council.

Commissioner Nominated By
Vacant (Youth) Council
Vacant (Youth) Council
Igor Tregub Mayor Arreguin
Sarah Ranney Councilmember Kesarwani
Marc Hedlund Councilmember Taplin
Brianna McGuire Councilmember Bartlett
Daniel Tahara Councilmember Harrison
Shannon Allen Councilmember Hahn
Leslie (Les) Guliasi Councilmember Wengraf
Cecilia Lunaparra Councilmember Robinson
Vacant Councilmember Humbert

BACKGROUND
All applicants are reviewed and their eligibility is verified by city staff against the 
requirements of the Municipal Code.  

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
There are no identifiable environmental effects, climate impacts, or sustainability 
opportunities associated with the subject of this report.

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION
The appointment is provided for by the Municipal Code and pursuant to the nominations 
submitted by the Berkeley Unified School District Board of Directors. 

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED
None.

CONTACT PERSON
Mark Numainville, City Clerk, (510) 981-6900

ATTACHMENTS 
1: Resolution
2: Commission Applications for Mabel Athanasiou and Shanza Syed 
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RESOLUTION NO.       -N.S.

APPOINTMENT OF MABEL ATHANASIOU AND SHANZA SYED TO THE 
ENVIRONMENT AND CLIMATE COMMISSION

WHEREAS, Ordinance No. 7,856 N.S. was adopted on March 14, 2023 by the City 
Council amending Berkeley Municipal Code Chapter 3.82 modifying membership and 
appointment procedures for the Environment and Climate Commission; and 

WHEREAS, Berkeley Municipal Code Chapter 3.82 creates two youth member seats on 
the Commission, which are appointed by the Berkeley City Council as a body with 
candidates recommended by the Berkeley Unified School District Board of Directors; and

WHEREAS, the Berkeley Unified School District Board of Directors submitted  
recommendations for appointment by the full council; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berkeley that the 
following applicants are hereby appointed to the Environment and Climate Commission:

Nominee Nominated By
Mabel Athanasiou Berkeley Unified School District Board of Directors
Shanza Syed Berkeley Unified School District Board of Directors
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