
  

Commission on the Status of Women

CONSENT CALENDAR
February 13, 2024

To: Mayor and Members of the Berkeley City Council 

From: Commission on the Status of Women

Submitted by: Carole Marasovic, Chair, Commission on the Status of Women

Subject: Recommendation on Public Safety/Crime Prevention for Women

RECOMMENDATION: 
That Council refer to the Council Public Safety Policy Committee to develop plans to 
implement public safety crime prevention programs to address the current rising crime 
against women, particularly older women. These plans should include a budget referral 
to the Council Budget and Finance Committee for consideration in the June budget 
process.

These plans should include: 

1. Developing a plan of safety escorts modeled on the Respect-BART Escorts Program 
passed by Council in 2003 to address the rash of muggings on Berkeley BART paths 
(North Berkeley and Ashby). As in that plan, where $40,500 was approved by Council, 
the Council Public Safety Policy Committee should identify the current amount of 
monies needed for funding for this newly developed 2024 plan and Council refer to the 
June budget process. These safety escorts should be available throughout the entire 
community of Berkeley upon request. The Council Public Safety Committee should also 
identify if a RFP need be issued for this purpose;

2. Develop a plan to engage Berkeley community ambassadors working under the 
Downtown Berkeley Association, Telegraph Business Improvement District and any 
similar ambassador programs to provide safety escort services upon request through 
the business districts they serve and nearby residences that can be reached by foot;

3. Explore if the City ride-share funded program, Go-Go Grandparent, should be 
expanded and in what form to provide ride shares for women concerned about their 
safety. Consider cost share, if necessary, for some women and working with the ride- 
share companies to ensure that they watch for the woman to safely reach her door 
before leaving; Consider the feasibility of lifting age or disability requirements. Identify a 
budgetary recommendation to be directed to the Council Budget and Finance 
Committee.
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4.  Develop a City-wide community forum targeted towards women with a special 
emphasis on safety and crime prevention for older, vulnerable women. This meeting 
should be led by the Berkeley Police Department with participation by other safety-
related community resources and moderated by an official proposed by the Council 
Public Safety Committee. The Committee shall recommend that the forum be hybrid, 
both Zoom and in person. The Committee shall also discuss how City-wide promotion of 
this public safety crime prevention forum shall be conducted.

5. Consult with the Berkeley Police Department to provide data and other information 
identifying geographic locations which are high priority for safety escorts. Consult with 
Berkeley Police Department to secure other information as to where women are most at 
safety risk and what hours safety escorts, and other recommendations as stated above, 
be best utilized. The Berkeley Police Department shall provide this information at a 
Council Public Safety Committee meeting.
 
CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS:
In recent years, crime has risen including crime during broad daylight. Women have 
been frequently targeted, many of which have been older women. Women need to feel 
safe in our community. Safety escorts will reduce crime. The Commission Chair has 
consulted with former Councilmember Linda Maio, who sponsored the 2003 item, who 
confirmed that muggings greatly diminished under the 2003 BART Escorts Program 
following implementation.

A City-wide community forum will make Berkeley residents more aware of the crime and 
precautions that need to be taken.

FISCAL IMPACTS OF RECOMMENDATION
Fiscal impacts shall be identified by the Council Public Safety Committee.  The figure of 
$40,500 earlier budgeted is obviously outdated as it is a figure from 20 years ago. In 
addition, that $40,500 exclusively covered safety escorts down BART paths and during 
limited hours. This recommendation broadens safety escorts coverage to a City-wide 
basis. Substantial funding is needed to fully implement these plans. However, the safety 
of our Berkeley residents is critical.

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY
There are no identifiable environmental effects, climate impacts, or sustainability 
opportunities associated with the subject of this report.

BACKGROUND
On November 15, 2023, the Commission on the Status of Women voted as follows: 

That Council refer to the Council Public Safety Policy Committee to develop plans to 
implement public safety crime prevention programs to address rising crime against 
women, particularly older women as stated in this recommendation in the 
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aforementioned 5 points. That Council refer plans developed based on the proposed 
recommendations for the safety of women, particularly older women, to the June budget 
process.

M/S/C: Marasovic, Arora

Ayes: Marasovic, Simon, Posey, Ortiz-Cedeno, Arora, Oliver

Noes: None.

Abstain:

Absent: Boyd

LOA: Seshagiri, Goodwin

RATIONALE FOR RECOMMENDATION
Safety is critical to our community. The crime landscape has changed where crime 
victims are targeted in broad daylight more commonly than in the past.  Women have 
been frequently targeted with many victims older and more vulnerable. These safety 
issues require awareness, education and implementation of crime prevention models 
beyond police response after the fact.

ALTERNATIVE ACTIONS CONSIDERED
To leave the situation as is and not provide needed crime prevention protections for 
women.

CITY MANAGER
The City Manager takes no position on this recommendation.

CONTACT PERSON
Okeya Vance-Dozier, Community Services Specialist II, Office of the City Manager 
(510) 981-7239
Carole Marasovic, Chair, Commission on the Status of Women, (510) 225-5060

Attachments: 
1. BART RESPECT Escorts program contract (2003)
2. BART RESPECT Escorts program contract (2006)
3. Resolution No. 57,737-N.S.
4. City Council Meeting Minutes, November 1, 1994
5. Resolution No. 57,832-N.S.
6. Resolution No. 58,160-N.S.
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7. Resolution No. 58,636-N.S.
8. Resolution No. 59,012-N.S.
9. Resolution No. 62,124-N.S.
10.Resolution No. 63,166-N.S.
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