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CONSENT CALENDAR
March 19, 2024

To: Honorable Members of the Berkeley City Council

From: Mayor Jesse Arreguín

Subject: East Bay Hills Wildfire Prevention Coordinating Group Representative Selection

RECOMMENDATION
Adopt a Resolution to appoint Vice Mayor Susan Wengraf as the City of Berkeley’s 
Representative Member to the East Bay Hills Wildfire Prevention Coordinating Group, 
and Councilmember Mark Humbert as the Alternate. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
None

CURRENT SITUATION AND ITS EFFECTS
On November 21st 2023 Council adopted Resolution No. 71, 104-N.S. approving the 
Memorandum of Understanding for Coordination of Wildfire Prevention Activities to 
Protect the East Bay Hills in Alameda and Contra Costa Counties.

The Memorandum of Understanding calls for the formation of a Wildfire Prevention 
Coordinating Group (WPCG). This requires each Participating Agency to appoint one 
member and one alternate from its governing body to serve on the WPCG.

Vice Mayor Susan Wengraf has championed wildfire prevention and safety planning 
since her days as Chief of Staff to former Councilmember Betty Olds in the early 1990’s. 
Vice Mayor Wengraf has unofficially represented Berkeley as one of the original people 
involved in the formation of this group and attended every meeting since its inception. 

Councilmember Mark Humbert represents the district devastated by the 1991 Tunnel 
fire. The U.S. Forest Service called the Tunnel fire “one of the worst fires involving loss 
of life and property since the Great San Francisco Earthquake and Fire of 1906”, noting 
at the time, “Only those who fought the Chicago Fire last century and those who battled 
the Great Fire in San Francisco would be able to identify with this conflagration and 
firestorm.” Additionally, Councilmember Humbert represents the City’s only 
Environmental Safety-Residential (ES-R) district, the Panoramic Hill area, which is 
exceptionally vulnerable to severe damage or destruction from fire and earthquake 
hazards. 
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BACKGROUND
On September 14, 2021, City Council unanimously approved Resolution No. 70,029-
N.S. Expressing Conceptual Support for the Formation of An East Bay Wildfire 
Prevention and Vegetation Management Joint Powers Agency (JPA). Ultimately the 
municipalities, counties and fire districts decided to establish a coordinating group via a 
Memorandum of Understanding as an alternate structure to a JPA. 

ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY AND CLIMATE IMPACTS
Wildfire prevention aligns with the City’s strategic goal of addressing climate change.

CONTACT PERSON
Mayor Jesse Arreguín 510-981-7160

Attachments: 
1: Resolution
2: Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)
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RESOLUTION NO. ##,###-N.S.

WILDFIRE PREVENTION COORDINATING GROUP REPRESENTATIVE SELECTION

WHEREAS, on November 21st 2023 Council adopted Resolution No. 71, 104-N.S. 
approving the Memorandum of Understanding for Coordination of Wildfire Prevention 
Activities to Protect the East Bay Hills in Alameda and Contra Costa Counties; and

WHEREAS, The Memorandum of Understanding calls for the formation of a Wildfire 
Prevention Coordinating Group (WPCG). This requires each Participating Agency to 
appoint one member and one alternate from its governing body to serve on the WPCG; 
and

WHEREAS, Vice Mayor Susan Wengraf has championed wildfire prevention and safety 
planning since her days as Chief of Staff to former Councilmember Betty Olds in the 
early 1990’s. Vice Mayor Wengraf has unofficially represented Berkeley as one of the 
original people involved in the formation of this group and attended every meeting since 
its inception; and

WHEREAS, Councilmember Mark Humbert represents the district devastated by the 
1991 Tunnel fire, and the City’s only Environmental Safety-Residential (ES-R) district, 
the Panoramic Hill area, which is exceptionally vulnerable to severe damage or 
destruction from fire and earthquake hazards.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Berkeley that it 
appoints Vice Mayor Susan Wengraf as Berkeley’s Representative Member to the 
Wildfire Prevention Coordinating Group (WPCG) and Councilmember Mark Humbert as 
the Alternate.
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