
   
 

 

 
 TRANSPORTATION and INFRASTRUCTURE COMMISSION 

REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES 
Thursday, January 18th, 2024, 7:00 pm 

Public Works Transportation Division 1947 Center Street, 4th Floor, Berkeley, CA 94704 
Tel: 510.981-7010 TDD: 510-981-6903 Fax: 510.981-7060 

 

 
North Berkeley Senior Center 

1901 Hearst Avenue 
Berkeley, CA, 94709 

  
A. PRELIMINARY BUSINESS 
 
1. Call to order 

7:02 pm: Chair Parolek called the meeting to order. 
 

2. Roll call 
7:03 pm: 
Commissioners Present: Noelani Fixler, Barnali Ghosh, Adrian Leung, Liza  

Lutzker, Bryce Nesbitt, Karen Parolek, Rick Raffanti, 
Kim Walton, Ray Yep 

Commissioners Absent:   None 
Staff Present:                   Hamid Mostowfi, Ron Nevels, Noah Budnick 

 
3. Public comment on items not on the agenda 

7:04 pm: No comments. 
 

4. Approval of minutes from November 16th, 2023 
7:05 pm Action: It was Moved / Seconded (Raffanti / Fixler) to approve the 
minutes. 
 

7:07 pm: Vote: 
Ayes: Fixler, Ghosh, Leung, Nesbitt, Parolek, Raffanti, Walton, Yep 

 Noes: None 
 Abstain: Lutzker 
 Absent: None 

Recused: None 
 

7:05 pm Motion passed 8-0-1-0-0 
 

5. Approval and Order of Agenda 
7:06 pm: No changes suggested. 
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6. Update on administration and staff 

7:06 pm: Co-Secretaries Mostowfi and Nevels provided updates and answered 
Commissioners’ questions on the following topics: staffing updates, MLK Vision 
Zero Quick Build project, 10th Street traffic calming, 4-way stop sign at Oxford 
and Virginia, sewer contracts, sidewalk contracts, FY 2023 paving completion, 
FY2024 paving planning, Wildcat Canyon storm drain improvements, People’s 
Park construction, Berkeley High School parking permits, I-80/Gilman bicycle and 
pedestrian bridge construction progress. 

 
7. Announcements 

7:31 pm: Commissioner Lutzker announced that the UC Berkeley SafeTREC 
program hosted a webinar and launched a toolkit on how cities can lower their 
speed limits under AB43. Commissioner Nesbitt announced that the 2024 
building code update will apply to all buildings permitted after January 1, 2026. 
 
 

B. DISCUSSION / ACTION ITEMS    
 
1. Informational Briefing on the Ohlone Greenway Safety Improvements 

Project 
7:33 pm: Public Works staff provided a briefing on the status of developing and 
process of implementing safety improvements along the Ohlone Greenway 
between Virginia Gardens and Santa Fe Avenue. 
 
7:43 pm: Commissioners asked clarifying questions on the following topics: 
intersection improvements, connections to Albany, determining the right-of-way 
between people biking and walking on the greenway and drivers at cross streets 
and lead arsenate contamination. 
 
7:53 pm: Three public comments. 
 
8:02 pm: Commissioners made comments and asked questions, and Public 
Works staff responded on the following topics: community outreach, intersection 
improvements, pavement markings, coordinating with other City departments, 
tree planting and horticulture, lighting improvements, benefits for pedestrians, 
emergency call boxes, construction timing, stormwater management and 
pathway safety. 

 
8:33 pm: Commissioners took a short break. 
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2. Chair and Vice Chair nominations 

8:40 pm: Commissioners discussed nominating new people to serve as Chair 
and Vice Chair. Commissioner Parolek has reached the two-year limit for serving 
as chair. 
 
8:41 pm Action: It was Moved / Seconded (Ghosh / Parolek) to nominate 
Commissioner Fixler to be chair. 
 
8:42 pm Action: It was Moved / Seconded (Nesbitt / Raffanti) to nominate 
Commissioner Nesbitt to be chair. 
 

8:43 pm: Vote on both actions: 
Ayes: Fixler, Ghosh, Leung, Lutzker, Nesbitt, Parolek, Raffanti, Walton, 
Yep 

 Noes: None 
 Abstain: None 
 Absent: None 

Recused: None 
 

8:43 pm Motion passed 9-0-0-0-0 
 
 
8:44 pm Action: It was Moved / Seconded (Ghosh / Walton) to nominate 
Commissioner Parolek to be vice chair. 
 

8:44 pm: Vote: 
Ayes: Fixler, Ghosh, Leung, Lutzker, Nesbitt, Parolek, Raffanti, Walton, 
Yep 

 Noes: None 
 Abstain: None 
 Absent: None 

Recused: None 
 

8:43 pm Motion passed 9-0-0-0-0 
 
 

3. 2024 Commission meeting schedule 
8:45 pm: Commissioners discussed their meeting schedule for calendar year 
2024. 
 
8:55 pm: One public comment. 
 
8:56 pm: Commissioner continued discussing their meeting schedule. 
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8:58 pm: Commissioner Walton mentioned a 6:30 pm meeting start time and 
then left the meeting. 
 
9:02 pm Action: It was Moved / Seconded (Nesbitt / Raffanti) to start the 
meetings at 6:15 pm and notice each agenda item to indicate that it will be taken 
up “no earlier than” a specific time. 
 
9:06 pm Action: A substitute motion was Moved / Seconded (Ghosh / Parolek) to 
meet on the third Thursdays of February, March, April, May, June, August, 
September, October and November and to start the meetings at 6:15 pm. 
 

9:08 pm: Vote on substitute motion: 
Ayes: Fixler, Ghosh, Leung, Lutzker, Nesbitt, Parolek, Raffanti, Yep 

 Noes: None 
 Abstain: None 
 Absent: Walton 

Recused: None 
 

8:43 pm Motion passed 8-0-0-1-0 
 
 
4. 2024 Commission work plan 

9:09 pm: Commissioners discussed their work plan for the coming year and 
asked staff questions about the following topics: watershed management plan, 
bike plan update, Vision Zero Action Plan, paving plan update, North Berkeley 
BART TOD, Ashby BART TOD, ACTC San Pablo Avenue design and Vision 
2050. 
 
9:18 pm: No public comment. 
 
9:19 pm: Commissioners commented and asked staff questions on the following 
topics: Public Works’ new Deputy Director for Engineering and Transportation, 
daylighting, the crisis in City management. 
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9:26 pm Action: It was Moved / Seconded (Ghosh / Luztker) to extend the 
meeting to 9:40 pm. 
 

9:26 pm: Vote: 
Ayes: Fixler, Ghosh, Leung, Lutzker, Nesbitt, Parolek, Raffanti, Yep 

 Noes: None 
 Abstain: None 
 Absent: Walton 

Recused: None 
 

8:43 pm Motion passed 8-0-0-1-0 
 
9:27 pm: Commissioners continued to comment and ask staff questions on the 
following topics: new legislation taking effect and developing communications. 
 

 
C. INFORMATION ITEMS AND SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS 

9:39 pm: The Safe and Delightful Streets for All subcommittee and the BART liaison 
provided updates. 

  
 
D. COMMUNICATIONS 
 
 
E. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
    9:40 pm: Commissioners discussed agenda items for future meetings. 
 
 
F. ADJOURNMENT 
    9:41 pm: It was Moved / Seconded (Fixler / Ghosh) to close the meeting 
 

     9:41 pm: Vote: 
Ayes: Fixler, Ghosh, Leung, Lutzker, Nesbitt, Parolek, Raffanti, Yep 

 Noes: None 
 Abstain: None 
 Absent: Walton 

Recused: None 
 

8:43 pm Motion passed 8-0-0-1-0 
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The next meeting of the Transportation and Infrastructure Commission is scheduled for 
Thursday, February 15th, 2024 at 6:15 pm, at the North Berkeley Senior Center, 1901 Hearst Ave, 
Berkeley, CA 94709. 
 
 
Administrative Procedures 
From the City of Berkeley Commissioners’ Manual, 2019 Edition, page 70 regarding minutes: 
 
Although the Brown Act does not require minutes, except for closed sessions, the Commissioners’ 
Manual does require minutes of commission meetings but not for subcommittee meetings. When 
required, minutes are limited to action minutes only. Minutes are unofficial until approved by the 
commission. The minutes are converted to PDF and posted on the City’s website. 
 
The secretary shall keep an accurate record of the commission's proceedings and transactions. The 
secretary shall provide action minutes similar to those provided to the Council by the City Clerk. Action 
minutes list the date, time, and place of the meetings; the staff in attendance; the commissioners 
present and absent; and a clear and concise description of final actions taken. Approved motions are 
indicated by “moved, seconded, and carried" and include a breakdown of the vote. The vote breakdown 
includes the commissioners voting yes, no, abstain, absent, recused, and reason for recusal. Reasons for 
making a motion, debate, content of public comments, and audience reaction are not to be included. 

 
 

Commission Co-Secretary: Hamid Mostowfi, Transportation Division Manager, Public 
Works 

Commission Co-Secretary: Ron Nevels, Manager of Engineering, Public Works 
1947 Center St., 4th Floor, Berkeley, CA, 94704 

Telephone (510) 981-7061 / Fax: (510) 981-7060 / TDD: (510) 981-6903  
Email: hmostowfi@berkeleyca,gov 
Email: rnevels@ berkeleyca.gov 












